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WELCOME LETTER 

Delegates, 

On behalf of all the staff, welcome to KnightMUN XVII! 

 

Roshnaey Khattak will be serving as your director for the Fall of North Korea Specialized 

General Assembly. Roshnaey is a junior pursuing a double major in mathematics and statistics. 

KnightMUN XVII will be her second-time staffing at KnightMUN. Previously, she was a crisis 

staffer for the Angolan Civil War Committee for KnightMUN XVI. Outside of MUN, school, 

and work, she spends her time playing soccer, dancing, and working on her art.  

 

Roshnaey has structured the committee to be ideal for those who are looking to become 

more skilled in specialized general assembly committees. However, you can expect her to spend 

part of the introduction period of the first session explaining the format of general assembly 

committees and what is expected of delegates throughout the conference. Delegates are 

encouraged to conduct their own research on the structure of the governments of China and 

North Korea and the history of the diplomatic relations between the two states.  

 

The fall of North Korea has been selected as the topic because it is a very important and 

prevalent topic given the current political climate. However, this committee specifically takes 

into account the views of the Chinese government with regards to the fall of North Korea. 

Roshnaey specifically chose to focus on the point of view of the Chinese Government and 

leaders because she believes they are a group that are frequently overlooked with regards to the 

fall of North Korea. She hopes that the delegates enjoy embracing a new world view as they pose 

as members of the State Council of China. This background guide will give a preliminary 

introduction to the history of the State Council of China, the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea, and the diplomatic history between China and North Korea. Our General Assembly 

simulation will begin around the time of the mysterious death of the leader of North Korea. 

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to Roshnaey. She 

will be more than happy to help. 

 

Best of luck Delegates! The staff of KnightMUN XVII are all anxiously anticipating your 

arrival!  
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INTRODCUTION 

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has been unstable since it is a conception in 

the 1940s. After the Korean peninsula had established autonomy from Japanese colonial rule, on 

9 September 1948, Kim Il Sung (김일성) declared the northern portion of the Korean Peninsula 

to be the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, whereby also establishing the Kim Regime.1 

The Kim Regime has become one of the longest lasting ruling family dynasties in modern 

history and has grown to be comparable to royalty. Kim Il Sung was the leader of the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea until his death on July 8, 1994.2 During his rule, Kim Il Sung 

established a government that was based on the Juch’e philosophy.3 The Juch’e Ideology 

emphasizes the importance of a self-fulfilling state that is inspired by Marxist and Leninist 

ideologies.4 Because of the robust implementation of Juch’e ideologies and the cult of 

personality of the ruling members of the Kim Dynasty, North Korea has managed to become one 

of the most isolated states in the world. Because of the extreme vetting of information that leaves 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the International Community has very little 

dependable information regarding the internal state of affairs of the state.  

COMMITTEE HISTORY 

The People’s Republic of China was established in 1949 after a Communist victory over 

the Nationalists in the Chinese Civil War.5 On December 4, 1982, the Constitution of the 

People’s Republic of China was adopted and implemented. Chapter III of the constitution 

established the governing structure of the state that is still used to this day. The governing power 

of the People’s Republic of China is distributed amongst four branches: the legislative branch, 

the executive branch, the judicial branch and the military branch.6 The State Council of the 

People’s Republic of China is comparable to the Presidential Cabinet of the United States. The 

State Council currently has 39 positions consisting of one Premier, four Vice-Premiers, five State 

Councilors, the Auditor-General, the Secretary-General and a group of 25 Ministers and 

                                                                 

1 “Country Profile: North Korea.” Library of Congress, Library of Congress - Federal Research Division, July 2007, 

www.loc.gov/rr/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.pdf. 

2 IBID 

3 “Juche Ideology.” The Problems of Human Rights in North Korea, Colombia Law School, 

www2.law.columbia.edu/course_00S_L9436_001/North%20Korea%20materials/3.html. 

4 “Country Profile: North Korea.” Library of Congress, Library of Congress - Federal Research Division, July 2007, 

www.loc.gov/rr/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.pdf. 

5 “The Chinese Revolution of 1949.” U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of State, 

history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/chinese-rev. 

6 United States, Congress, “Constitution of the People's Republic of China.” Constitution of the People's Republic of 

China, The People's Republic of China. www.npc.gov.cn/englishnpc/Constitution/node_2825.htm. 
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Commissioners.7 In addition to the ministries above and commissions, 38 governmental 

organizations function under the State Council.8 State councilors can act on behalf of the premier 

in the realm of foreign affairs.  

The State Council of the People’s Republic of China formally meets biyearly and holds 

weekly Standing Meetings between biyearly formal meetings.9 Members of the State Council 

serve a five-year term and have a term limit of two terms.10 The State Council is accountable for 

executing the doctrine of the Communist Party of China and for instilling and enforcing the laws 

passed by the National People’s Congress. The State Council also is responsible for domestic 

matters regarding a vast variety of topics including internal politics, national defense, diplomacy, 

finance, economy, culture, and education. The State Council maintains jurisdiction in these areas 

through its ministries, commissions and governmental organizations. The State Council’s allotted 

powers and responsibilities under the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China include 

protecting and implementing governmental procedures and laws, submitting proposals, 

maintaining administrative leadership, managing economics, as well as other authorities granted 

by the National People’s Congress as well as the Standing Committee of the National People’s 

Congress.11 It is important to note that the State Council and the Communist Party of China are 

incredibly intertwined. State Councilors are members or leaders of the Communist Party. These 

strong ties between party and government create a dynamic whereby a single political party 

controls the state. In the 1980s there was a small, unsuccessful movement lead by Zhao Ziyang (

找滋养) to separate the State Council and Communist Party.12 Zhao was premier (prime 

minister) of China from 1980 until 1987.13 He later moved on to become the general secretary of 

the Communist Party of China.14 Other than his resistance toward his party regarding separation 

of party and state, he was known for actively supporting the Tiananmen Square Protests of 

1989.15 

 

                                                                 
7 “The State Council.” People's Daily Online, People's Daily Online, 

www.en.people.cn/data/organs/statecouncil.shtml#Bureaux. 

8 IBID 
9 IBID  

10 Worden, Robert L, et al. China: A Country Study. Washington, D.C.: Federal Research Division, Library of 

Congress: For sale by the Supt. of Docs., U.S. G.P.O, 1988. Pdf. Retrieved from the Library of Congress. 

11 “The State Council.” The Government of China FactFile, 2012, www.gov.cn/english/2005-

08/05/content_20763.htm. 

12 Worden, Robert L, et al. China: A Country Study. Washington, D.C.: Federal Research Division, Library of 

Congress: For sale by the Supt. of Docs., U.S. G.P.O, 1988. Pdf. Retrieved from the Library of Congress. 

13 Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. “Zhao Ziyang.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, 

Inc., 27 June 2017, www.britannica.com/biography/Zhao-Ziyang. 

14 IBID 
15 IBID 
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TOPIC I: ECONOMIC, FOREIGN POLICY AND SOCIAL IMPACTS OF THE 

FALL OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC  OF KOREA 

CHINA- NORTH KOREA RELATIONS 

The People’s Republic of China has been one of the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea’s most important and influential allies since the Korean War. China and North Korea’s 

strategic partnership began during the Korean War.16 Before the start of the Korean War, the 

leader of North Korea Kim Il Sung held a secret meeting in Beijing with then Chairman of the 

Communist Party of China, Mao Zedong (毛泽东).17 At this meeting, the two state leaders 

discussed their joint plan and vision for the Korean Peninsula.18 It was at this meeting where 

Kim introduced Zedong and other Chinese Communist Party leaders on his plans to go to war 

with the Republic of Korea.19 The state of China initially displayed its support for North Korea 

when Chinese military aid was given to the North Koreans during the Korean War.20 In October 

1950, the People’s Army of China crossed into North Korean territory thus announcing China’s 

formal entrance into the Korean War.21 This sudden military advancement was catalyzed by the 

United Nations Command crossing the 38th parallel into the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea.22 Following the Korean War, China further established its support for the North Korean 

Government by partnering with other states to financially and economically support North Korea 

following the end of the Korean War.  

However, eventually, there was internal dissent amongst the leadership and government 

of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea regarding Kim Il Sung’s leadership. At the 3rd 

Central Committee’s 2nd Plenary Session in 1956, pro-Chinese Maoist members of the North 

Korean government known as the Yanan Faction attempted to discharge Kim Il Sung from 

power.23 This incident is commonly known as the August Incident or officially the Second 

Arduous March. Disdain for the Kim regime characterized the Second Arduous March because 

of a lack of delegation of power, the creation of an unjust police state and a focus on 

                                                                 

16 “Understanding the China-North Korea Relationship.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign 

Relations, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-north-korea-relationship. 

17 Kathryn Weathersby, “New Russian Documents on the Korean War,” Cold War International History Project 

Bulletin 6/7 (Winter 1995): 40-84.  

18 IBID 
19 IBID 
20 “Understanding the China-North Korea Relationship.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign 

Relations, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-north-korea-relationship. 
21 IBID 

22 Adam, Cathcart and Kraus Charles. "The Bonds of Brotherhood: New Evidence on Sino–North Korean 

Exchanges, 1950–1954." no. 3, 2011, p. 27. EBSCOhost 

23 “Country Profile: North Korea.” Library of Congress, Library of Congress - Federal Research Division, July 

2007, www.loc.gov/rr/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.pdf. 
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industrialization that put the wellbeing of Korean citizens at risk.24 The Yanan Faction gained 

legitimacy through support from both the People’s Republic of China and the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics.25 Nevertheless, Kim Il Sung was persistent in delaying the Plenary, and 

consequently the support for the Yanan Faction slowly dwindled, leading the coup attempt to be 

unsuccessful.26 All participating members of the Yanan Faction were executed. Through 

publically delegitimizing and eliminating his opposition, Kim Il Sung further established himself 

as undisputed, sovereign leader of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  

In the early 1960s, the two states were in talks regarding the creation of a formal military 

alliance. On 11 July 1961, the premiere of China, Zhou En Lai (周恩来), and Kim Il Sung signed 

a mutual defense treaty, titled Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual Assistance 

Between the People’s Republic of China and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (also 

known as the Sino-North Korean Mutual Aid and Cooperation Friendship Treaty.27 The treaty 

stated that if either country fell victim to an outside attack, the other would provide military aid 

to fight alongside and to prevent aggression against either state.28 In addition to this, the treaty 

states that neither party will ally with a bloc or state that poses a threat or opposes the other.29 

This treaty has been extended twice, in 1981 and 2001, and remains in effect until 2021.30 

Following the signing of the Sino-North Korean Mutual Aid and Cooperation Friendship 

Treaty, there was a slight decline in relations between the People’s Republic of China and the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Because of differences in opinion on the Cultural 

Revolution and an inability to see eye to eye on political ideologies dealings between the two 

states were stagnant.31 The government of China even went so far as to remove their ambassador 

from Pyongyang in October 1966.  

 

 

 

                                                                 
24 Adam, Cathcart and Kraus Charles. "The Bonds of Brotherhood: New Evidence on Sino–North Korean 

Exchanges, 1950–1954." no. 3, 2011, p. 27. EBSCOhost 

25 “Country Profile: North Korea.” Library of Congress, Library of Congress - Federal Research Division, July 

2007, www.loc.gov/rr/frd/cs/profiles/North_Korea.pdf. 
26 IBID 

27 Treaty of Friendship, Co-Operation and Mutual Assistance Between the People’s Republic of China and the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea . www.marxists.org/subject/china/documents/china_dprk.htm. 

28 IBID 
29 IBID 
30 IBID 

31 Kim, Harry. “Mythbuster: Beijing's Relationship with Pyongyang.” Wilson Center, 12 July 2017, 

www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/mythbuster-beijings-relationship-pyongyang. 
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Throughout the history of their diplomatic relations, China has remained North Korea’s 

most reliable ally. China is known to have opposed most stringent sanctions against North 

Korea.32 Even in recent years as their diplomatic relationship has come under stress, the two 

states have maintained their strong economic ties, ergo further codifying the notion that China is 

North Korea’s strongest economic partner.33 

KEY ISSUES 

As delegates posing as members of the State Council of China, it is essential to delve into 

the possible aftermath of the fall of the Kim regime.  

ECONOMIC INSTABILITY  

As previously stated, China was one of the first and largest economic benefactors of the 

People’s Republic of North Korea. While the relationship does not go both ways, as in North 

Korea is not China’s largest trade partner, instability in the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea would affect China’s economy. According to the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s 

Republic of China, trade between the two states declined slightly in the late 1990s but rapidly 

increased by the early 2000s and continued in the early 2010s. In early 2017 it seemed as if the 

trade had dwindled between the two states.34 Despite Chinese opposition of the North Korean 

nuclear program China has continued to provide North Korea with the majority of its food and 

life-sustaining supplies.  

In September of 2017, China backed United Nations Resolution 2375 which placed some 

trade restrictions on North Korea.35 China vowed to follow these restrictions and sanctions 

strictly. However, it is thought that China had secretly been trading with North Korea, despite 

China’s assurance that it as a state would follow United Nations sanctions. This was brought to 

light in December of 2017 when officials found a North Korean vessel off of the coast of the 

East China Sea carrying 600 tons of oil.36 It is important to note that there are United Nations 

sanctions in place against North Korea that specifically restrict its importation of refined 

petroleum.37 The extent of the illegal trade between the People’s Republic of China and the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was and continues to be unknown to the international 

community.  

                                                                 
32 Albert, Eleanor. “Understanding the China-North Korea Relationship.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on 

Foreign Relations, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-north-korea-relationship. 

33 IBID 
34 IBID 
35 IBID 

36 Horton, Chris, et al. “Trump Rebuked China for North Korea's Oil Smuggling. It's More Complicated.” The New 

York Times, The New York Times, 18 Jan. 2018, www.nytimes.com/2018/01/18/world/asia/north-korea-oil-

smuggling.html. 

37 IBID 
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SOCIAL AND HUMANITARIWN IMPACTS 

A large portion of the major concerns surrounding the fall of the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea could be categorized as social in nature. As a state that shares a border with 

the Korean Peninsula, China would be more likely to be impacted by the social ramifications of 

the fall of North Korea. 

In fact, in late 2017 China had already begun preparations for if there was unrest in the 

Korean Peninsula. In 2017 there was a brief crisis when North Korea conducted multiple ballistic 

missile tests which raised international tensions. Different parties took measures in case there 

was disruption on the peninsula, and China focused a large amount of their attention on a 

possible imminent refugee crisis that would result from turmoil in the Korean Peninsula. By 

early December 2017, the Chinese government had secretly begun the construction of refugee 

camps along the Korean-Chinese border as reported by a leaked internal document from China 

Mobile, a state-run telecommunications company.38 While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated 

that they could not confirm the creation of said camps they did not deny their existence all 

together. It is important to note that in the document from China Mobile, many of the counties 

and villages that were to house the new refugee camps are areas which have taken in North 

Korean defectors for decades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
38 Perlez, Jane. “Fearing the Worst, China Plans Refugee Camps on North Korean Border.” The New York Times, 

The New York Times, 11 Dec. 2017. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1) What measures, if any, should the members of the State Council take to prevent the fall 

of North Korea? 

2) What steps, if any, could your ministry or organization take to ensure that any social 

ramifications of the fall of North Korea, not limited to refugees, do not alter the quality of 

life of Chinese Citizens? 

3) Are there any changes in Chinese foreign policy that your ministry or organization would 

like to see with regards to North Korea? Why does your ministry support these changes? 

4) What measures would your ministry or organization take to secure economic security 

during an international crisis such as the fall of North Korea.  

5) How has or will your ministry or organization publicly acknowledge the instability in 

North Korea? 

6) Does your ministry or organization support humanitarian efforts that support non-Chinese 

citizens who have fled the Korean Peninsula to seek refuge in China? If so, what 

measures has the ministry or organization taken to support these displaced people? Have 

they been offered equal access to state funded resources? 

7) How can your respective ministry or organization do a better job at ensuring international 

laws are not being broken with illegal trading? 

8) As a country with likely the most influence on the regime in North Korea, in what ways 

can you sue that as leverage? In what ways does it hinder China as a nation? 
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COMMITTEE POSITIONS 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Wang Yi (王毅)  

Wang Yi is the current Minister of Foreign affairs of the People’s Republic of China. He 

attended Beijing Second Foreign Languages institute for his undergraduate education, where he 

obtained a degree in Japanese.39 He also holds a Master of Economics degree.40 Wang served as 

the ambassador of China to Japan from 2004-2007.41 He has been the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

since 2018.  

Minister of National Defense, Wei Fenghe （魏凤和） 

Wei Fenghe is the current Minister of Defense of the People's Republic of China. He joined the 

People's Liberation Army at the age of 16, and has since risen to the level of General.42 He 

became the Minister of National Defense in 2018.43 

Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission, He Lifeng (何立峰) 

He Lifeng is the current Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission of the 

People’s Republic of China. He studied finance at Xiamen University.44 Prior to becoming the 

Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission, he was elected secretary of 

two different city and province Communist Party Central Committees.45 From 2014 to 2017 he 

was a deputy director of the National Development and Reform Commission. In 2017 he was 

elected Minister of the National Development and Reform Commission.46 

Minister of Education, Chen Baosheng (陈宝生) 

Chen Baosheng is the current Minister of Education of the People's Republic of China. She 

studied political economics at Peking University for his undergraduate degree.47 He received a 

master's degree from the Party School of the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee in 

                                                                 
39 “The Minister.” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/wjbz_663308/ 
40 IBID 
41 IBID 
42 “Wei Fenghe” Baidu. https://baike.baidu.com/item/魏凤和#sub1551471 
43 IBID 
44 “He Lifeng” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/He_Lifeng 
45 IBID 
46 IBID 
47 “Chen Baosheng” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Chen_Baosheng 
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2005.48 He was appointed the Minister of Education in July 2016 and has held the post since 

then.49 

Minister of Science and Technology, Wang Zhigang (王志刚) 

Wang Zhigang is the current Minister of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of 

China. He attended Xidian University and upon graduation worked as an engineer for the 

Ministry of Electronics Industry.50 In December 1982 he joined the communist party of China 

and was appointed as the Minister of Science and Technology in March of 2018.51 

Minister of Industry and Information Technology, Mao Wei (锚位) 

Mao Wei is the current Minister of Industry and Information Technology of the People’s 

Republic of China. He attended Sichuan University and graduated with a degree in computer 

science.52 He also holds a master’s degree from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and has been 

pursuing a doctorate degree since 2000.53 He is considered one of the pioneers of the Chinese 

internet movement and was a visiting scholar at the University of Maryland in 2002.54 

Chairman of State Ethics Affairs Commission, Bagatur （巴特薾） 

Bagatur is the current Chairman of the State Ethics Affairs Commission of the People’s Republic 

of China. He is of Mongolian descent and entered Chinese politics when he joined the 

Communist Party in 1981.55 He holds a master’s degree in political economics and has held 

many positions within the Chinese government. These positions include deputy secretary of the 

Inner Mongolia Autonomous Regional Committee, Secretary of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous 

Regional Commission for Discipline Inspection, and finally Chairman of the State Ethics Affairs 

Commission, a position he obtained in 2018.56 

Minister of State Security, Chen Wenqing (陈文清) 

Chen Wenqing is the current Minister of State Security of the People’s Republic of China. He 

attended Southwest University of Political Science and Law and received a law degree from the 

university.57 Prior to becoming the minister of State Security, he was the minister of the Deputy 

Secretary of the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, which is the state’s top anti-

                                                                 
48 IBID 
49 IBID 
50 “Wang Zhigang” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Wang_Zhigang%7C4567 
51 IBID 
52 “Mao Wei” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Mao_Wei 
53 IBID 
54 IBID 
55 “Bater (Bagatur, Bateer)” ChinaVitae. http://chinavitae.com/biography/2143 
56 IBID 
57 “Chen Wenqing” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Chen_Wenqing%7C4578 
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corruption agency.58 He was named the Minister of State Security in 2016 and has maintained 

the title since then.59 

 

Minister of Public Security, Zhao Kezhi (赵克志) 

Zhao Kezhi is the current Minister of Public Security of the People’s Republic of China. Prior to 

becoming the Minister of Public Safety, he held many positions within Chinese government, 

including executive vice governor of the Jiangsu province, and deputy secretary of the Guizhou 

Provisional Committee.60 He was also a police officer.61 In 2017 he was appointed the Minister 

of Public Security in 2017 and has held the position since.62 

Minister of Civil Affairs, Huang Shuxian (黄树贤) 

Huang Shuxian is the current Minister of Civil Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. He 

attended Nanjing University before he joined the work force and the Communist Party of 

China.63 He has served in many governmental positions, however most recently in 2016 he was 

named the Minister of Civil Affairs.64 

Minister of Justice, Fu Zhenghua (傅政华) 

Fu Zhenghua is the current Minister of Justice of the People’s Republic of China. He entered the 

work force at age 15 and joined the Communist Party at age 18.65 Prior to his appointment and 

election as the Minister of Justice he was a Party Secretary for the Communist Party of China 

and the Director of Public Security Department of the Beijing Municipality.66 Starting in 2013 he 

worked for the Ministry of Public Security as a Vice Minister, however in 2018 he was elected as 

the Minister of Justice.67 

Minister of Finance, Liu Kun (刘昆) 

Liu Kun is the current Minister of Finance of the People’s Republic of China. In 1982 Liu 

graduated from Xiamen University with a degree in Finance and Banking.68 Liu joined the 

Communist Party in 1984, eleven years after joining the work force. He has served in many 

                                                                 
58 IBID 
59 IBID 
60 “Zhao Kezhi” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Zhao_Kezhi/bio 
61 IBID 
62 IBID 
63 “Huang Shuxian” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Huang_Shuxian 
64 IBID 
65 “Fu Zhenghua” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Fu_Zhenghua 
66 IBID 
67 IBID 
68 “Liu Kun” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Liu_Kun%7C4443 
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governmental positions across many branches and governmental groups however he is most 

notable position is as the Minister of Finance.  

 

 

 

Minister of Human Resources and Social Security, Zhang Jinan (张纪南) 

Zhang Jinan is the current Minister of Human Resources and Social Security of the People’s 

Republic of China. He holds a degree in engineering from the Wuhan Institute of Water 

Transport Engineering.69 He served as the Deputy Director of the Central Committee 

Organization department from 2007 to 2013, and the Director of the General Office for the same 

body from 2013 to 2018.70 In 2018 he became the Minister of Human Resources and Social 

Security.71 

Minister of Natural Resources, Lu Hao (陆昊) 

Lu Hao is the current Minister of National Resources of the People’s Republic of China. He 

joined the Communist Party of China at the age of 18. He served as the Vice Mayor of the 

Beijing Municipality from 2008-2013.72 Following that from 2013 until 2018 he served as the 

Governor of Heilongjiang Province and served as the deputy secretary of the province’s central 

committee.73 He was elected as the first Minister of Natural Resources in 2018.74 

Minister of Ecology and Environment, Li Ganjie (李干杰) 

Li Ganjie is the current Minister of Ecology and Environment of the People’s Republic of China. 

He attended Tsinghua university where he received his master’s degree, following his graduation 

he worked as a governmental engineer.75 His previous governmental roles include serving as the 

director of the National Nuclear Safety Administration from 2007 to 2016 while also serving as 

the vice minister of the Ministry of Environmental Protection from 2008 until 2016.76 In 2017 he 

became the Minister of Environmental Protection, however in 2018 the organization was 

replaced by the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and his title as minister was maintained.77 

 

                                                                 
69 “Zhang Jinan” China Vitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Zhang_Jinan%7C4866 
70 IBID 
71 IBID  
72 “Lu Hao” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Lu_Hao|4863/bio 
73 IBID 
74 IBID 
75 “Li Gangie” ChinaVitae. http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Li_Ganjie%7C4028 
76 IBID 
77 IBID 
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Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, Wang Menghui (王蒙徽) 

Wang Menghui is the current Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural Development of the 

Communist Party of China. He attended architecture as Tsinghua University, where he also was 

a professor upon graduation.78 However his career in academia ended in 2004 when he became 

the mayor of Shanwei and began his career in Chinese politics. Before he became the Minister of 

Housing and Urban-Rural Development in 2018 he was notably the party chief of Xiamen from 

2013 to 2016 and the vice governor of Fujian from 2011 to 2013.79  

Minister of Transport, Li Xiaopeng (李小鹏) 

Li Xiaopeng is the current Minister of Transport of the People’s Republic of China. He is from a 

political family; his father is Li Peng who was the fourth Premier of the People’s Republic of 

China. He attended North China Institute of Electric Power where he studied power systems and 

power plants before beginning his career as an engineer.80 He worked in many governmental 

organizations, mostly within the Shanxi Provincial government.81 He became the Minister of 

Transport in 2018. He is also Chairman of the Board of Directors of Huaneng Power 

International, Inc. a public energy company.82 

Minister of Water Resources, E Jingping (鄂竟平) 

E Jingping is the current Minister of Water Resources of the People’s Republic of China. E 

graduated from the North China Hydraulic Engineering Institute and started his career as an 

engineer and politician in the Ministry of Water Resources.83 The majority of his notable 

positions have been through the Ministry of Water Resources, and in 2018 he was elected the 

Minister of the Ministry.84 
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Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Han Changfu （韩长赋） 

Han Changfu is the Minister of Agriculture of the People's Republic of China. He studied 

Agricultural Economics at Renmin University.85 He has had a long political career, starting in 

2002 when he was the governor of the Jilin Province, which he held until 2009.86 He became the 

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs in 2009 and has been reelected to the position in 2013 

and 2018.87 

Minister of Commerce, Zhong Shan (钟山) 

Zhong Shan is the Minister of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China. He attended 

Zhejiang University and studied economics and international trade before receiving his master’s 

degree in economics.88 Prior to his career in politics, he was a board chairman for Zhejiang 

Zhongda Group.89 He worked in the Zhejiang Provincial government from 2003-2008 before 

becoming a vice minister of the Ministry of Commerce from 2008-2013.90 In 2017 he was named 

Minister of Commerce. 

Director of National Health Commission, Ma Xiaowei (马晓伟) 

Ma Xiaowei is the current Director of the National Health Commission of the People’s Republic 

of China. He studied medicine at the China Medical University, where he went on to become 

faculty.91 He was appointed the position of vice minister of the Ministry of Public Health in 

2001, however from 2013 until 2018 he served as Deputy Director of the National Health and 

Family Planning Commission.92 In 2018 he became the first Director of the National Health 

Commission.93 
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Minister of Emergency Management, Wang Yupu （王玉普） 

Wang Yupu is the Minister of Emergency Management of the People’s Republic of China. He 

received his bachelor’s degree from Daqing Petroleum Institute, and holds a master’s and 

doctorate degrees in oil and gas field engineering from China University of Petroleum.94 He 

worked as an engineer for over twenty years before he moved to politics. In 2003, he was 

appointed the position of Chairman of Daqing Oilfield Company.95 From 2009 until 2018 he was 

a vice governor of Heilongjiang Province before becoming the first minister of the Ministry of 

Emergency Management.96 

Governor of People’s Bank of China, Yi Gang (易纲)   

Yi Gang is the Governor of the People’s Bank of China. He is considered one of the foremost 

economics scholars in China. He has written countless books and articles regarding various 

aspects of economic studies, theory and practice.97 He has held many positions within the 

People’s Bank of China. He was the secretary general of the Monetary Policy Committee of the 

People’s Bank of China in 2002 and moved up to the position of deputy governor in 2008.98 He 

also was the director of the State Administration of Foreign Exchange for seven years, from 2009 

until 2016. In 2018 he became the Governor of the People’s Bank of China. 

 

Auditor General of National Audit Office, Hu Zejun (胡泽君) 

Hu Zejun is the current Auditor General of the National Audit Office of the People’s Republic of 

China. She studied at Southwest China University where she obtained degrees in Political 

Science and Law.99 In 2001 she became the vice minister of the ministry of justice.100 From 2010 

until 2017 she acted as the Procurator General of the Supreme People’s Procuratorate, and since 

then has shifted back to the state council where she now is the Auditor General of the National 

Audit Office.101 
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