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Honorable Delegates 
- - - - X 
Welcome to KnightMUN XVIII and the committee of the United Nations Environmental 
Programme! But before we get into that, some introductions are in order. My name is Maggie 
Rush and I will be your director. I’m an alum of the University of Central Florida, with a degree 
in International & Global Studies and a minor in Global Peace & Security. I was involved with 
Model UN for most of my college career, as both a delegate and staffer. I also served as the Vice 
President of Programming for the UNA-USA chapter at UCF. Because I loved MUN so much I 
came back to staff KnightMUN for a third year. I was the director of UNEP last year and a crisis 
staffer the year prior. Now that I’m too old for MUN, I spend most of my time brewing coffee 
and going to Disney World. I’m so excited for this weekend! 

This committee will be focused on the UNEP’s mission to promote a Green Economy. 
Reading the background guide is critical to ensure that you understand the topic, but outside 
research is highly encouraged. This topic is very broad, and we hope that this will create 
opportunity for the delegates to come in with creative ideas. That being said, we will aim to 
focus in on more specific topics and solutions as the committee progresses through the weekend. 
We hope that everyone will come into this committee with innovative solutions on how to 
promote sustainable development, while also accounting for the economic benefits/ 
repercussions. Delegates are also expected to be knowledgeable on their member state’s position 
and their policies pertaining to environmental protection. We look forward to meeting everyone 
and can’t wait for a weekend full of lively debate on the future of our planet. Until then, feel free 
to email me with questions or concerns about the committee. 

Best of luck! 

Maggie Rush 

Maggie Rush 

Director of United Nations Environmental Programme 

rushmaggie@knights.ucf.edu 
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Committee History  
 

Formation 
      Founded on June 5th, 1972 by Maurice 
Strong in Stockholm for the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment 
under GA res. 2997, the United Nations 
Environmental Programme1, is depicted at 
the ‘environmental conscience’ of the entire 
United Nations system. The UNEP sets an 
international environmental agenda, discuss 
understandable implementation in 
sustainable development, and maintains 
itself as an authoritative advocate in the 
global environment. Headquartered in 
Nairobi, Kenya, the United Nations 
Environmental Programme works in many 
different areas to ensure a lasting 
environment2. These areas include, but are 
not limited to, climate change, disasters and 

management, environmental governance, green economy, and technology. Working in 
conjunction with the United Nations member states, the United Nations Environmental 
Programme has set many agendas to improve the quality of life for present and future 
generations3.  

 

Substansistive Divisions 

The United Nations Environmental Programme houses several smaller sustansistie divisions, all 
of which play into the overall structure of the programme. The divisions include the 
Communication Division, Corporate Services Division, Economy Division, Ecosystems 
Division, Governance Affairs Office, Law Division, Policy and Programme Division, and 
Science Division. Each division is tasked with coordinating with reaching out to their respective 
regional offices, out-posted offices, liaisons, and networking centres. Although the headquarters 
is located in Kenya, the United Nations Environmental Programme is also split into several 
different regions, all of which address issues facing these smaller areas. These regions include 
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Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, North America, and 
West Asia.4 

 

Past Resolutions and Milestones 

Within the United Nations Environmental Programme is the United Nations Environment 
Assembly and Governing Council, which is known for being the policy making body of the 
United Nations Environmental Programme. Its responsibilities include addressing current 
environmental issues and working towards finding solutions. Since its creation in 2012, the 
United Nations Environment Assembly and Governing Council, two sessions have been held in 
which the assembly discussed and adopted resolutions in areas such as illegal wildlife trade, air 
quality, environmental law, financing of the Green Economy, the Sustainable Development 
Goals, and working towards the 2030 environmental agenda5. In 2014, the assembly successfully 
passed the Ministerial Outcome Document, which in turn implemented dimensions for 
sustainable development going into the future, which protects not only the environment, but 
addresses correlation between social and economic development with nature6. In 2017 the 
assembly met again to discuss five areas that will move us towards being a “pollution-free” 
planet. These five areas included water pollution, land pollution, marine pollution, air pollution, 
and the management of chemicals and waste7. 
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Current Agenda 
The United Nations Environmental Programme is currently working towards achieving its 
Sustainable Development Goals. In 2015, the United Nations Environmental Programme and the 
international community set forth an agenda that would aim towards creating a lasting and 
sustainable environment. A set of seventeen goals were crafted and aim to improve the 
environment all around. These goals include eliminating poverty, zero hunger, good health and 
well being, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean 
energy, decent work and economic growth, industry, innovation, and infrastructure, reduced 
inequalities, sustainable cities and communities, sustainable consumption and production, 
climate action, life below water, life on land, peace, justice and strong institutions, and 
partnership for reaching these goals8. These seventeen goals encompass every area of the United 
Nations Environment Programme’s initiatives and aim to be achieved no later than 2030. The 
United Nations Environmental Programme works with other programmes within the United 
Nations system, as well as regional, remote, and local offices.9 
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Topic 1: Green Economy  

Introduction 

Green economy is an alternative to today's economic system. It focuses on changing the current 
model, which encourages waste, increases inequalities, creates widespread health threats, and 
creates resource scarcity. The green economy system has been introduced by many governments 
to not only improve human health, but also decreases the chance of environmental 
dissemination10. In 2008 the United Nations Environmental Programme created the Green 
Economy Initiative (GEI). The initiative started the conversation between governments as to how 
their countries could aim to become more sustainable. The countries economies made changes in 
areas such as urbanization to resource scarcity to economic violity11. Out of these large scale 
changes came what is now known as the Inclusive Green Economy (IGE). This form of economy 
is rooted in low carbon, clean production, inclusive in consumption and outcomes, collaboration, 
interdependence, and resilience. This form of economy provides jobs, economic growth, social 
equality, and better health for the future12. Today, the Inclusive Green Economy is the antithesis 
of the current economic model, which is rooted in widespread waste, unmeaningful 
consumption, social inequality, and ecological eradication. Within the United Nations 
Environmental Programme, the Inclusive Green Economy is looked upon to achieve the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals, especially within eradicating poverty but still maintaining a 
close watch on ecological development, which encompasses human health and development13.  

 

 

Past Action 

A green economy system relies heavily on natural resources to facilitate smart consumption, 
trade, and social equality. This being said, the Partnership for Action on Green Economy 
(PAGE), was created as a response to the Rio+20 Declaration, or The Future We Want14. This 
Declaration called upon the international community to aid in providing assistance to countries 
who had shown an interest in adopting and implementing a green economic system. The 
Partnership for Action on Green Economy brings together five United Nations agencies- the 
United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the International Labor Organization (ILO), 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
(UNITAR). Working together, these organizations existed within the Partnership for Action on 
Green Economy to work hand in hand with the countries governments and craft a comprehensive 
package of technical assistance and capacity building services to being moving these countries 
towards their goal15. The Partnership for Action on Green Economy serves as a model system of 
United Nations action to clearly show how a green economy can be implemented and work 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals, specifically goal number right, promoting 
sustainable economic growth with productive employment and decent work.16 
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The Partnership for Action on Green Economy has already been put into practice in areas South 
Africa. South African leaders have made it known that they are moving their country into a green 
economic system; one that focuses on attaining an inclusive, equitable, and sustainable growing 
economy17. However, policymakers found themselves lacking in areas to fulfill this goal. The 
Partnership for Action on Green Economy worked with the United Nations Environmental 
Programme’s Environment and Trade Hub to create a toolbox for policymakers that help make 
the transition to a new economic system easier. On top of this, training is given to policy makers 
on how to best use the resources found within their country. It gave the policymakers a new 
understanding of the resources their country had available and how their economy could be 
stimulated if they were used correctly18.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Issues 
Transportation 

A green economy encompasses many sectors and while each is interconnected, transport            
spans all areas of development. The UNEP promotes sustainable development, which includes            
green transport, through a series of initiatives and programs. Additionally, efforts taken by             
Member States and UN organizations promote sustainable transport, but it is challenging to             
allow the rest of the economy to develop without unlimited access to transport as it is currently                 
utilized. 

The UNEP promotes a series of programs and initiatives that involve transport. These             
include: the “Global Fuel Economy Initiative” (GFEI), the “Partnership for Clean Fuels and             
Vehicles” (PCFV), public transport, and non-motorized transport.19 The GFEI promotes vehicle           
efficiency worldwide, provides technical assistance to develop policies, and facilitate discussion           
between stakeholders.20 The PCFV has led a successful campaign to phase out leaded gasoline;              
only 6 out of 82 countries were identified in 2002 for still using leaded or partially leaded fuel.21                  

The dependence on motorized transport is a shift from human powered transport, and while the               
utilization of powered transport does provide many new opportunities for development, the move             
away from human power transport increases carbon dioxide emissions. Developing countries           
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have the infrastructure and mechanisms in place to promote the shift to green transport methods,               
but some developing countries lack the resources to support these transformations. 

 

Reducing carbon emissions 

Globally, around 80% of global energy is supplied from fossil fuels. The burning of fossil 
fuels contributes to approximately 60% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions22. These emissions 
have proven to be responsible for climate change. The most effective way to reduce these 
emissions within industry is to switch to renewable energy. Renewable energy technologies are 
being adapted on a global scale. Hydro, geothermal, nuclear, wind and solar energy can now 
compete with fossil fuel-based electricity. While this technology can have high costs on the 
onset, renewable energy is more cost effective in the long run23. The cost of renewable energy 
production is decreasing, and its efficiency is increasing. However, many states still are 
unwilling to completely transition to clean energy. In states where fossil fuel production is a 
main sector of the economy, the transition is not so easy. This is due to the competition created 
by highly-subsided and low-cost carbon energy24.  

Providing universal access to clean energy is one of the UN’s sustainable development goals and 
an essential piece of Green Economies. With Earth’s rapidly growing population and the threat 
of climate change, it is more important now than ever to introduce renewable energy into the 
energy sectors of developing nations and states reliant on fossil fuels.  

 

 

Protecting ecosystems 

Often overlooked in economic decision making, ecosystems and biodiversity play a vital role in 
Green Economies. A loss of biodiversity has obvious environmental impacts, but it can also have 
negative effects on the economy. On the environmental side, Agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
are the largest drivers of 60 per cent of biodiversity loss, 80 per cent deforestation, using 70 per 
cent of all withdrawals of freshwater, coral reefs collapse, 21 per cent of anthropogenic 
greenhouse gas emissions25. Economically, agricultural has focused on industrial technologies 
for increased profits. This progress in the sector has also meant that more small-scale farmers are 
failing. Corporations in sectors such as seafood, forestry, and agriculture have a lot a stake in the 
global diversity conversation26.  

New practices and technology need to be introduced to protect the ecosystems in which these 
industries lie, while still allowing for economic prosperity. Especially for developing nations, the 
balance of environmental integrity and reducing poverty is difficult. It is also important to 
consider that the agricultural sector has special importance in that its policies should aim to 
provide cheap and affordable food for all, but not at the cost of the environment. 
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Regional/ Bloc Overview 
Africa 

Implementation of a Green Economy would help to address a variety of environmental concerns 
for the African region. The development of ecosystem services, which is services provided by 
natural capital, is an essential part of economic development for the region. Africa is known to 
be rich in resources, both renewable and non-renewable. The continent has the 2nd largest 
tropical forest of the planet, and forestry contributes an average of 6 percent to the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) in Africa27. Forestry isn’t the only sector that provides economic value. 
The developing practice of Aquaculture produces an estimated value of around US$ 3 billion 
annually. Africa is also home to some of the most profitable land in the world, holding 65 
percent of land that can be used for agriculture and 10 percent of internal renewable fresh water 
sources28.  

Natural resources are the core of the continents growing economies. These economic 
developments can contribute to ensuring sustained economic growth, poverty eradication and 
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political stability. However, this economic prosperity comes with the exploitation of Africa’s 
ecosystems29. Finding a way to commit to the sustainable use of these ecosystems while still 
turning profit creates a challenge for the region. 

Asia and the Pacific 

With a population of more than 4.5 billion, Asia Pacific is home to 60% of the world’s 
population30. Large population means that it is increasingly important to implement sustainable 
policies in the region. The population boom also has led to a growth in economic development, 
but this growth has come with the cost of environmental degradation. An increased demand for 
resources and services have led to increasing pressure on natural resources in the region and has 
raised questions about the sustainability of the region’s development. 

Given that the Asia Pacific region has the highest resource use globally31, any improvement in 
Asia Pacific’s resource efficiency will have significant global impacts. UN Environment has 
developed several projects and policies to build on Resource Efficiency and Sustainable 
Consumption and Production; which was declared as regional priority32. This includes the 
Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-Labelling project. Formed in 2107, this project builds 
capacity of governments in Asia-Pacific to commit to green policies through consultation and 
technological assistance that is designed for each specific state33. 

Europe 

The region of Europe encompasses 54 countries, all facing different environmental and 
economic struggles34. The European Union has partnered with the United Nations to create an 
initiative to promote Green economies in Eastern Europe. The transition focuses on enhancing 
resource efficiency. The strive to improve industry standards by reducing the environmental 
impacts of consumerism while also promoting economic growth.  

The "Greening Economies in the Eastern Neighbourhood" (EaP GREEN) is a project financed by 
the EU to assist six Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries in their transition to green economies35. 
The EaP GREEN is a collaboration between four international agencies including the UNEP. 
The other organizations include the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development), UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe), and UNIDO 
(United Nations Industrial Development Organization)36. These organizations each have a 
specific role in assisting the EaP countries to make the transition to a green economy. Although 
the EaP GREEN Programme is specific to the region, its policies could be useful on an 
international scale. 

Latin America and the Caribbean  

This region is known for its many ecosystems and a stunning amount of biodiversity37. The 
natural resources in this region make up a majority of these nations economies. And although the 
region is responsible for only about 10% of global greenhouse gas emissions, its the effect of 
climate change has cost the region almost 100 billion dollars in 201538. Climate change research 
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and prevention in relation to the economy is crucial to the prosperity of Latin American and 
Caribbean nations.  

There are various organizations working in the region to that strive to strengthen nations 
capacities to address the damage cause by climate change, along with developing strategies and 
public policies that assess the impact of climate change. The Mountain Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation (EbA) Project aims to reduce the vulnerability of populations to climate change in 
Latin America39. This is also an ecosystem-based adaptation, seeking to protect the biodiversity 
within the region as well. Efforts to reduce carbon emissions also extent into the forestry sector, 
which is a huge part of many nation’s economies. The United Nations collaborative initiative on 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (UN-REDD) was implemented 
in 2008, but it hasn’t been successful in preventing dangerous deforestation within the region40.  

North America 

The North American region has a committed itself to working towards meeting the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals. These goals of reducing poverty, resource scarcity, and 
combating climate change all tie into the importance of creating Green economies41. The region 
has worked towards these goals by taking environmental consideration into national policies and 
creating the capacity to handle these issues.  

However, the success of these initiatives has varied between the United States and Canada. 
While two-thirds of Canada’s energy comes from renewable sources, the United States still relies 
heavily on coal42. Despite the rapid development of energy technology along with the reduction 
of cost, renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies still must compete with carbon 
energy. Within the region, UN environment has implemented a Sustainable Energy for All 
(SE4All) initiative that promotes access to affordable and reliable energy, while acknowledging 
environmental constraints43. Although the framework is in place for this region to transfer to 
renewable energy, policy and national governments are still clinging to fossil fuels. Change in 
policy is imperative to the success of these initiatives. 

West Asia 

In West Asia, natural resources have become a source of great conflict. The region is extremely 
wealthy in oil, but two-thirds of the states within this region suffer from water scarcity44. 
Improving environmental policy in these states is important not only for the sustainability of 
resources, but also peace within the region. While there has been significant progress for the 
region, economic and population growth have taken a toll on its natural resources and the 
environment. This is due to the region's weak environmental governance and poor enforcement 
of existing environmental policy45.  

The UN Environment has partnered with various organizations and projects to provide the region 
assistance in creating a stronger environmental governance. Data bases and assessments are the 
main projects created to achieve this goal. This includes the Core Set of Sustainable 
Development Indicators, which provides guidelines for the development and use of 
environmental indicators for the Arab region46. The Environment Outlook for the Arab Region 
(EOAR) is the first “official, comprehensive, and integrated assessment of the state of 
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environment in the Arab region”47. These assessments allow provide policy makers with the 
information needed to adjust environmental policy in the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Questions 

1. What is your member state’s current economic system? How would it be changed if a 
green economy was adopted? 

2. What natural resources are readily available in your member state? 

3. What is the current system of public transportation like in your member state? 

4. What is your member state’s view on the implementation of a green economy? Does your 
member state actively take part in other environmental protocols? 

5. Has your member state taken steps to reduce their environmental impact in the past? 
Have they succeeded?  

6. How much of your member state’s current economy is based on natural resources?  

7. What kind of support would your member state need in order to transition to a Green 
economy? 
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Sources: 
1https://www.unenvironment.org  
2https://www.unenvironment.org/about-un-environment 
3https://www.unenvironment.org/about-un-environment/what-we-do 
4 
https://www.unenvironment.org/about-un-environment/why-does-un-environment-matter/un-env
ironment-divisions 
5 http://web.unep.org/environmentassembly/un-environment-assembly-and-governing-council 
6https://www.bmu.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Download_PDF/Europa___International/unea_min
isterial_outcome_document_en_bf.pdf 
7 https://www.unenvironment.org/annualreport/2017/index.php?page=0&lang=en 
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8https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
9https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustaina
ble-development-goals-matter  
10  

https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/green-economy/why-does-green-economy-matter  
11  http://www.unsystem.org/content/green-economy-initiative-gei 
12 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/green-economy/why-does-green-economy-matter
/what-inclusive-green-economy 
13 https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/green-economy/about-green-economy 
14 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/green-economy/what-we-do/partnership-action-g
reen-economy 
15 
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/safeguarding-environment/resource-efficient-and-low-carbon-i
ndustrial-production/partnership-action-green-economy 
16 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/green-economy/what-we-do/partnership-action-g
reen-economy 
17 http://www.un-page.org/south-africa-key-activities-support-coordination-ge-planning 

18 http://www.un-page.org 
19 https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/transport 
20 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/transport/what-we-do/global-fuel-economy-initia
tive 
21 UNEP, Global Elimination of Leaded Petrol, 2011.  
22 https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/renewable-energy 
23 https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/renewable-energy 
24  https://web.stanford.edu/class/e297c/trade_environment/energy/hfossil.html 
25 http://teebweb.org/agrifood/wp-content/uploads/2018/Synthesis_report_lowres.pdf 
26 http://www.teebweb.org/ 
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29 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/africa/regional-initiatives/supporting-sound-ecosystem-
management 
30 https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/asia-and-pacific 
31 https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/asia-and-pacific/our-impact-asia-pacific 
32 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/asia-and-pacific/regional-initiatives/supporting-resource
-efficiency 
33 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/asia-and-pacific/regional-initiatives/supporting-resource
-efficiency 
34 https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/europe 
35 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/europe/regional-initiatives/promoting-resource-efficienc
y 
36 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/europe/regional-initiatives/promoting-resource-efficienc
y 
37 https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/latin-america-and-caribbean 

38https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/latin-america-and-caribbean 

39 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/latin-america-and-caribbean/regional-initiatives/respond
ing-climate-change 
40 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/latin-america-and-caribbean/regional-initiatives/supporti
ng-sound-ecosystem-management 
41https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/north-america/regional-initiatives/advancing-sustainab
le-development-goals 
42https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/north-america 
43https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/north-america/regional-initiatives/supporting-climate-r
esilience-and-energy-efficiency 
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