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Beauty and Harmony. Governed by the will of the Heavens. All that begins must end. The Reign 

of the Heavens is over! 

INTRODUCTION 

The year is 1592. The heavenly kingdom of Joseon is at a crossroads. Peace is nothing more than 

an illusion. To the east the Samurai of Japan have united after years civil war and eye the fertile 

kingdom of Joseon like starving wolves. To the west your ally and benefactor is slowly losing 

the Mandate of Heaven. To the North a long dormant enemy rises as the Mandate wanes. You 

are a member of the State Council, the highest deliberative body, and advisor to his heavenly 

majesty King Seonjo. You’ve ascended to the King’s State Council not because of your kindness 

and filial piety to the King, but because you clawed your way to the top to achieve your goals by 

any means necessary. While your power grabs may have earned you a spot at the top, there are 

other councilors and officials competing for the King’s ears. Do you have the resolve to sacrifice 

own interests and ideals for the Kingdom or do you have what it takes to secure your own legacy 

during the chaos and forge a new mandate from the heavens?  

TIMELINE 

1400 

1392:   Yi Seonggye is crowned the first king of the Joseon Dynasty. 

1394:   Tributary relations normalized between the Joseon and Ming. 

1396:   Capital moved to Hanyang. (modern day Seoul) 

1402:   Paper currency implemented 

1408:   High military service examination system created. 

1411:   Ming dynasty sends Yishiha into Manchuria to create the Nurgan Regional Military 

Commission 

1419:  The Joseon navy launches an invasion against the pirate bases located on Tsushima island 

1420:   Hall of Worthies established. 

1424:   History of Goryeo compiled. 

1432:   Ming dynasty sends Yishiha to present seals to Ming-allied Jurchens and to repair the 

Yongning Temple 

1433:   Mentemu of the Left Jianzhou Guard dies 

1437:   Joseon defeats Li Manzhu of Jianzhou Jurchens 

1446:   The Hangul alphabet, created 3 years earlier, is promulgated by King Sejong the Great. 

1466 The Ming execute Dongshan 

1467 A Ming-Joseon expedition defeats the Jianzhou Jurchens and kills Li Manzhu 

1467 Beginning of Ōnin War 

1477 End of Ōnin War 



      United Nations Peacekeeping 

3 | K n i g h t M U N X V I I  
 

1480 Ming dynasty ceases hostile relations with the Jurchens 

1488 The Kaga Rebellion 

1493 Hosokawa Masamoto succeeds in the Coup of Meio Hōjō Sōun seizes Izu Province 

1498 The Hungu faction accuse the Sarim leader Kim Il-son and other follows of high treason, 

leading to the death of Il-son and two other leaders. 18 additional Sarim scholars are exiled 

1500 

1504  King Yeonsangun orders the execution and exile of 239 officials who supported the death 

of his mother devastating the Hungu and Sarim scholars. 

1507 Beginning of Ryo Hosokawa War (the succession dispute in the Hosokawa family) 

1519 The Sarim faction is purged by Hungu elites fearful of losing power to a newly reformed 

bureaucratic government centered on confucian ideals 

1520 Hosokawa Takakuni defeats Hosokawa Sumimoto 

1522 Ming dynasty reimposes trade restrictions on the Jurchens 

1531 Hosokawa Harumoto defeats Hosokawa Takakuni 

1535 Battle of Idano The forces of the Matsudaira defeat the rebel Masatoyo 

1543 The Portuguese land on Tanegashima, becoming the first Europeans to arrive in Japan, 

and introduce the arquebus into Japanese warfare 

1545  A power struggle ignites between Joseon princes leading to the deaths of countless 

officials and ending the Hungu faction for good with the restoration of the Sarim faction. 

1549 Miyoshi Nagayoshi betrays Hosokawa Harumoto 

1551 Tainei-ji incident: Sue Harukata betrays Ōuchi Yoshitaka, taking control of western 

Honshu 

1554 The tripartite pact among Takeda, Hōjō and Imagawa is signed 

1555 Battle of Itsukushima: Mōri Motonari defeats Sue Harukata and goes on to supplant the 

Ōuchi as the foremost daimyo of western Honshu 

1560 Battle of Okehazama: The outnumbered Oda Nobunaga defeats and kills Imagawa 

Yoshimoto in a surprise attack 

1568 Oda Nobunaga marches toward Kyoto 

1570 Beginning of Ishiyama Hongan-ji War 

1573 The end of Ashikaga shogunate 

1573 Jianzhou chieftain Wang Gao conducts a series of raids against Ming cities before  killing 

the Ming Commander of Fushun.  

1575 Battle of Nagashino: Oda Nobunaga decisively defeats the Takeda cavalry with 

innovative arquebus tactics 

1575 The Scholars split between geographical lines of East and West 

1575  Li Chengliang executes Wang Gao.  

1580 End of Ishiyama Hongan-ji War 
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1582 Akechi Mitsuhide assassinates Oda Nobunaga (Honnō-ji Incident); Hashiba Hideyoshi 

defeats Akechi at the Battle of Yamazaki 

1582 Li Chengliang defeats Atai, son of Wang Gao, and burns his fort to the ground, also 

inadvertently killing Giocangga, whose son Taksi is killed by Ming forces in the confusion 

1583 Nurhaci becomes leader of the Jianzhou Left Branch 

1585 Hashiba Hideyoshi is granted title of Kanpaku, establishing his predominant authority; he 

is granted the surname Toyotomi a year after. 

1587 Nurhaci founds Fe Ala 

1589 Eastern leader Jeong Yeo Rip is accused of high treason and commits suicide to avoid a 

show trial. A hardline Western bureaucrat is appointed by the inspector general to lead a bloody 

purge of 1,000 Eastern Bureuacrats.  

1590 Siege of Odawara: Toyotomi Hideyoshi defeats the Hōjō clan, unifying Japan under his 

rule 

1591  The Eastern Faction splits violently into the Northern and Southern Faction after Eastern 

leader Jeong Yeorip is purged by Western Scholars 

Present:  Envoys of Toyotomi Hideyoshi demand military access through Joseon lands to 

strike the Ming or face invasion 

JOSEN KINGDOM 

THE STATE COUNCIL 

The State Council is the highest deliberative body in the Kingdom. Traditionally the State 

Council is comprised of the chief state councilor, left state councilor, right state councilor and 

nine other officials. However, for the purposes of the crisis committee this council will be 

comprised of not only the Chief State Councilor, Second State Councilor, and Third State 

Councilor, but also the heads of key government ministries, military representatives, and 

individuals who may not lead a government institution, but nonetheless hold a seat at the table. 

The Council is responsible for steering the Kingdom by interpreting legislation and executing 

policy. As a result, the Council is the single most important body within the Joseon Kingdom. 

The Council is headed by the Chief State Councilor (Your Chair), who also serves as chief 

advisor to the King. 

CIVIL SERVICE 

In order to serve in the Joseon government, one had to take a series of literary examinations and 

pass each of them at least four to five time. Theoretically the civil service exam meant that low 

class peasants have the opportunity to take these exams and rise up to the nobility. However, in 

actuality, only those from the Nobility could actually afford the luxury to take these exams. 

Furthermore, most residents from the Northern province of Hamgyong and Pyongan were barred 

from taking these exams. 
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PROVINCES OF THE KINGDOM 

The Joseon Kingdom is a highly centralized monarchy with a neo-confucian bureaucracy 

consisting of 8 provinces, several special cities and counties ruled by government appointed 

officials. Legally these states share sovereignty with the Kingdom as a whole with Provincial 

governors given some degree of autonomy over areas such as law enforcement.  The State 

Council or King himself can mediate disputes between provinces. 

THE KING 

The Joseon King, King Seonjo, is the head of the state of the Kingdom of Joseon. The king is 

bound by tradition, precedents of previous kings, confucian teachings and the Gyeongguk 

daejeon (Civil laws). The king commands absolute loyalty from his subjects and officials under 

Confucian teachings, but officials are also expected to nudge the King to the right path if he was 

thought to stray from the path. The king is keen to avoid ill omens and disasters during his rule 

as it is thought that ill tidings are the result of the King’s mismanagement of the kingdom. 

Currently the king is content to leave the day-to-day affairs to the state council, but that may 

change if the King believes that Council is not up to the task. 
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LIST OF KINGDOMS AND STATES IN THE MANDATE OF HEAVEN 

MING DYNASTY 

The current holder of the Mandate of Heaven. The Ming are a powerful Kingdom to the west. 

They have been the Steadfast allies of the Joseon Kingdom for centuries providing material aid 

and assistance in exchange for loyalty. The current Wanli Emperor has personally overseen the 

general prosperity of the Ming, but ill omens lurk in the shadows. The Mongol hordes to the 

North and the Jurchens to the Northeast threaten the mandate of heaven, and a new threat 

emerges from the far east. Rumors of courtly power struggles echo throughout the Kingdom. 

Despite these threats the Ming Dynasty will undoubtedly come to our aid in our time of need or 

perhaps they may have a different agenda in mind... 

JAPAN 

Relegated to the Outskirts of the Mandate of Heaven lies the Eastern Lands of Japan. A country 

formerly divided amongst powerful warlords, the daimyo, Japan was plunged into an era of civil 

war. The constant state of war led to the rise of the Samurai, ruthless and skilled warriors, who 

fought tooth and nail for the honor and glory of their lords. The country remained in chaos until 

the rise of the Demon King of the Sixth Heaven, Daimyo Oda Nobunaga. The Demon King’s 

cunning and tactics laid the groundwork for his vassal, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, to reunify the 

country under a single banner. Toyotomi Hideyoshi has grand ambitions, seeking to usurp the 

mandate of Heaven from the Ming. To do so, he looks West to the Joseon Kingdom. The 

Daimyo are not a monolith and exercise considerable authority in their own domains and may be 

reasoned with individually if they’re goals align with the Kingdom’s. 
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JING DYNASTY (JURCHEN TRIBES TO THE NORTH AKA MANCHU/QING 

Long a threat to the North of the Kingdom, the Jing are comprised of several tribes and vassals to 

the Ming Dynasty. Despite their vassalage to the Ming, the Jing do not hesitate to bite the hands 

that feed them. They have raided Ming and Joseon cities on many occasions sparking punitive 

campaigns against them. Closest to the Northern Frontier, the Jianzhou Jurchens reside with their 

chieftain, Nurhaci, and are based in the city of Fe Ala. The Jianzhou Jurchens are traditionally 

friendlier in comparison to their counterparts, but do not trust them. They are a shrewd people, 

keen to betray the Ming and the Kingdom if they see the perfect opportunity to build up their 

forces. 

CURRENT ISSUES 

“A PLACE IN THE HEAVENS” 

The Foundation of Joseon foreign policy can be summarized through the concept of Sadae and 

Gyorin. Sadae refers to the close relationship between the Kingdom and Ming Dynasty. In 

exchange for recognizing Ming Hegemony over the Mandate, the Joseon Kingdom receives 

many benefits under the mantle of the Ming. In contrast Gyorin refers to the relationship between 

the Kingdom and the other members of the Mandate by treating them as though they were 

neighbors or a younger brother. However, keeping this beneficial relationship with the Ming has 

become increasingly difficult. The bloody purge of the Eastern Faction within the Kingdom has 

divided the kingdom further hampering the council’s capabilities to govern the Kingdom 

effectively. Outside the Kingdom, the Jurchen tribes and Japan continue to stir mischief and pose 

a threat to the citizens of the Kingdom. Therefore, it is vital for the Kingdom to reform itself and 

seek new allies within the Mandate to share the burden of upholding the Mandate with the Ming.  

PIRACY AND RAIDS 

The Joseon Kingdom’s close relationship with the Ming Dynasty ensured the prosperous trade of 

our goods throughout the Mandate. However, the Jurchen raiders of the North and the Wako 

Pirates of Japan have long been a thorn in the Kingdom’s side. The Jurchen raiders have 

increased their attacks on Joseon trade caravans and border villages while the Wako pirates 

continue to pillage the coastal villages and trade fleets.  Consequently, the Army and Navy have 

been strengthened to deal with the nuisance, but some bureaucrats fear that a stronger 

independent military would cause problems for the Kingdom. However, restraining the military 

may jeopardize the safety of the border cities.  
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SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

One of the defining features of the Joseon cultural landscape is the legacy of the great 

philosopher Confucius, who proposed a complex system of social and political ethics based on 

filial piety, kinship, loyalty and righteousness. The Confucian philosophy is the basis of the legal 

system, and shaped Joseon Society from the social relationship between people to their way of 

life. However, while Confucianism provided the Kingdom with great stability, the different 

interpretation of Confucian ideals has led to increased partisanship and bloody purges throughout 

the last century. The most recent bloody purge of Jeong Yeo-rip and his supporters has 

galvanized the Kingdom to demand for action to stop the bloodshed. The King has so far adopted 

a policy of non-interference leaving the Factions in a precarious balance of power.  

FACTIONS 

HUNGU 

A political faction founded by the late King Sejo. The Hungu faction worked solely to support 

King Sejo and his policies. A typical royal clique formed to support the King in his duties. The 

faction supports a hardline foreign policy against the Jurchens to the North and seek to 

strengthen the King’s power at the expense of the Council. However, the Faction has been 

largely sidelined by the more dominant Sarim faction and has been steadily declined without an 

ideological heir to carry out their plans. 

SARIM 

The Sarim are a group of neo-confucian scholars who operated in the rural villages after initially 

refusing to recognize the sovereignty of the Joseon Kingdom. The Sarim became a political 

faction after King Seongjong invited Sarim Leader Kim Jong-jik, and his disciples to the Joseon 

court. The Sarim primarily occupied the Three Offices and served as a check to the Hungu 

faction. However, they were purged from office several times in retaliation for threatening the 

wealth and power of the Hungu elites. The Sarim survived the purges by spreading their 

philosophy in the rural villages by teaching at local schools and by using the system of Hyangak, 

autonomy granted by central government to a local government, to maintain their power base. 

The Sarim later split along geographical lines between the Western and Eastern factions.  

EAST 

The Eastern Faction is an ideologically diverse faction divided along four schools of thought.  

The Faction was the chief center-left movement in the Kingdom and emphasized moral 

purification of the ruling class and sought to root out the corruption of the previous period. They 

split from their Western Counterparts after irreconcilable differences over reforms and schools of 

thought. After Jeong Yeo-rip’s suicide the Faction was purged from the government leaving over 

a thousand men dead or exiled. The Purge also resulted in the Eastern faction’s eventual split 
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between the hardline Northern Faction and Moderate Southern Faction over the fate of a Western 

Leader. 

NORTH 

The Northern Faction is an influential hard line clique. They dislike debate and discussion, 

emphasizing action. Much like their Eastern Predecessors the Northern Faction was focused on 

the ideological purity of the Kingdom and sought to enact radical reforms to form a more 

Republican government. However, they suffered heavily in the recent government purge against 

the Eastern Faction. They’re foreign policy is largely undefined as they are a relatively new 

Faction in the government being formed from the divisions between the Eastern Faction. There 

are some within the Faction who have called on the North to return to its Sarim roots and 

cultivate a new generation of Northern Scholars, while others argue for direct action against the 

Faction’s political enemies. The faction primarily draws its support from the Northern Provinces.  

SOUTH 

The Southern Faction is a political group that preferred debate and discussion, than action. They 

were not as concerned about maintaining ideological purity than they were about ensuring the 

effective governance of the Kingdom. The Faction is the most favored by the current King 

Seonjo and the urban cities. The Southern Faction has a less hardline foreign policy preferring 

diplomacy over military action. They support moderate middle of the road policies in allowing 

for a more federalized decentralized Kingdom. They have recently been embroiled in an 

increasingly bitter feud against the Hardline North and have attempted to fend off attempts by 

the West to reduce their influence. 

WEST 

The Western Faction is the primary center-right faction in the Kingdom. The Western faction 

prefer pragmatic reforms over ideological purity. They are the largest conservative faction in the 

Kingdom.  The West is in favor of the current political system with minor reforms to ensure that 

the system continues. They support the current policy of Sadae and Gyorin for foreign policy and 

promote traditional Confucian values. The West draws their support from the Capital and rural 

villages of the Southwestern provinces of the Kingdom. They are comprised of an older 

generation of politicians influenced by courtly intrigue who attempted to purge the Eastern 

Faction before falling from grace in 1590. They currently bide their time within the Court hoping 

to restore themselves to their former glory. 
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CHARACTER BIOS 

SECOND STATE COUNCILOR 

Kim Ryu Sung                                                                                                             Faction: West 

A venerable statesman, Kim Ryu Sung has been a steady presence in Joseon politics for 40 years. 

A devout Confucian from a wealthy noble family in the capital, Sung started his career as a 

bureaucrat in the foreign ministry serving as an envoy to the Ming. He extensively involved 

himself with the internal factional politics of Joseon court before being appointed to Second 

State Councilor. Politically, he is an opponent of the more powerful Northern and Southern 

Factions’ attempts to reform the State Council and is suspicious of the growing movement for 

autonomy from provincial governors. As Second State Councilor, he is the right hand of the 

Chief State Councilor, a trusted advisor to the King. The Second State Councilor may exercise 

veto power over any committee directive, communique, or proclamation (press release) once per 

session. 

MINISTER OF PERSONNEL 

Man Yi Kim                                                                                             Faction: East/independent 

Kim is the son of a low-ranking magistrate in the city of Daegu. Kim largely kept to himself as 

he dedicated himself to his studies and passed the civil administration test at the tender age of 20. 

Kim caught the eye of Eastern leader Kim Hyowon after pursuing his duties within the Ministry 

of Personnel. As an Easterner, Kim played a valuable role installing Eastern bureaucrats to 

government positions while subtly denying positions to those opposing the Eastern faction until 

the Eastern Faction’s split to the Northern and Southern Faction.  As Minister of Personnel, Kim 

is responsible for indirectly overseeing the appointments of officials within the Kingdom of 

those who passed their civil service examinations. 

MINISTER OF TAXATION 

So Seong Oh                                                                                                               Faction: South 

Seong Oh was the son of a middle ranking bureaucrat in the Ministry of taxation and studied to 

follow in his father’s footsteps. He passed his civil service examination at the top of his class in 

1559 and worked as a provincial tax collector in the province of Gangwon. He steadily rose 

through the ranks of the ministry through his even-handed methods for collecting taxes. As 

minister of taxation, Seong Oh is responsible for the Ministry of Taxation, the organ responsible 

for tax collection, and fiscal policy Any directive regarding fiscal policy policies can’t be passed 

without the Minister of Taxation or State Councilor as a signatory or sponsor.   
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MINISTER OF CULTURE  

Wu Nam-sun                                                                                                               Faction: North 

A scholarly monk hailing from the Northern province of Hamgyung. Wu Nam-sun is a firm 

believer in the Northern interpretation of Confucianism and sought to promote the virtues of 

righteous action over talking about philosophy. He was ranked third in his civil service exam and 

steadily clawed his way to the top of the ministry. He regularly quarrels with his moderate 

subordinates within the Ministry of Culture and there are some who believe that he was 

indirectly responsible for the poisoning of several high ranking Cultural officials before his 

promotion. As head of the Ministry of Culture, Nam-sun is responsible for promoting and 

maintaining the social customs of the kingdom. He is also responsible for holding festivals and 

other cultural matters. Any cultural directive must have the Minister of Culture or State councilor 

as a signatory or sponsor before it can be passed. 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Kim Dae Jun                                                                                                               Faction: South 

A skilled diplomat, Kim Dae Jun has been involved within the Ministry of Rites since 1575 after 

a 5-year stint in the army. Jun served as envoy to the Ming before being dispatched to Japan as 

an envoy to the SO clan. While serving in Japan, Jun made many valuable connections making 

him a vital conduit between the Kingdom and its more aggressive neighbors. As minister of 

Foreign affairs, Jun is responsible for maintaining the diplomatic relations of the Kingdom and 

its neighbors. Any directive relating to foreign policy without the state councilor or Foreign 

minister as a signatory or sponsor may not be passed. 

MINISTER OF DEFENSE 

Ch’ae Nam-il                                                                                                              Faction: South 

A scholar-official who passed his civil service examination with the second highest scores in 

1562. He was initially appointed as commander of the Gyeonggi garrison before his appointment 

to as Minister of Defense. However, Nam-il prefers to spend his days discussing poetry and 

practicing archery than discuss battle tactics with his generals. Nam-il believes that the Kingdom 

is currently sufficient in defending itself from foreign threats and believes that internal strife will 

be the greatest threat to the Kingdom. Any directive regarding warfare cannot be passed without 

the Minister of Defense or state Councilor acting as a sponsor or signatory 
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COMMANDER OF THE NORTHERN ARMY 

Yi Il                                                                                                                             Faction: North 

A ruthless commander who served the Joseon army for nearly 35 years. Il rose to prominence 

after crushing the Jurchen rebellions in the city of Hoeryeong in 1583 and a punitive expedition 

against the Jurchens in 1586. Unlike his fellow officers Il relishes the thought of battle. Il has no 

qualms about sabotaging more qualified colleagues such as when he defamed General Yi Sun-

Shin, a fellow commander, during his punitive campaign. Il believes that the true threat to the 

Kingdom’s prosperity is to the North and that the wolves of the Far East can not penetrate their 

naval defenses. 

COMMANDER OF THE SOUTHERN NAVY  

Won Gyun                                                                                                                  Faction: North 

A former Cavalry Commander within the Northern Army. A gifted warrior from a leading 

military family in the Kingdom who followed in his father’s footsteps to be an officer. He started 

his career as a lowly officer in the province of Hamgyong, before leading punitive campaigns 

against the Jurchen hordes that frequently raided the border villages.  Gyun was appointed to 

lead the Southern Navy of the Joseon Kingdom in recognition for his victories against the 

Jurchen hordes to the North. Won Gyun secretly resents the appointment, due to his inexperience 

in naval warfare. Gyun also believes that his talents as a warrior would be better spent fighting 

the Jurchen hordes than leading sailors to hunt pirates. Gyun suspects that Yi Il may have had a 

role in the appointment. 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

Kan Chang-Min                                                                                                Faction: Independent 

Chang-Min is a quiet man who prefers the solitude of the Royal library over the gossiping Joseon 

Court. Chang-min is the son of a low-ranking noble who was imprisoned by the Office of 

Inspector General for embezzling funds from the government. Hoping to restore his family’s 

name and honor, Chang-min dedicated himself to his studies. He passed his civil service exams 

at the top of his class and developed a reputation for adhering to the rule of law. His unwavering 

convictions to uphold the law, and his impartiality on political and legal matters have drawn 

respect along factional lines. As Minister of Justice, he oversees the Kingdom’s court system, in 

addition to civil and criminal law. Any directive relating to court system or law enforcement 

cannot be passed unless the minister of Justice or State Councilor is a sponsor or signatory. 
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MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE  

Yun Jeok                                                                                                                     Faction: North 

Yun Jeok is the youngest son of a minor merchant who traveled throughout the Mandate. Jeok’s 

experience with Jurchen raiders and Wako pirates has made him a staunch hardliner. During his 

travels he became fascinated with the Great Wall of China and wished that something like that 

could be built to secure the Northern Border.  He took his first civil service exam in 1586 after 

scrounging enough funds through his travels. He caught the eye of Northern Bureaucrats for his 

calls to bolster the roads and public works to better protect traveling merchants and the public. 

He was recently promoted to head of the Ministry of Infrastructure after the previous head was 

purged from office. As head of the Ministry of Infrastructure Jeok is responsible for the 

maintenance and construction of roads, bridges, forts, walls and other public works. Any 

directive relating to infrastructure must have the state counselor or Minister of Infrastructure as a 

signatory or sponsor.  

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE  

Yi Min-Su                                                                                                                   Faction: North 

The son of a peasant farming family who grew up in poverty. Yi Min-Su is acutely aware of the 

oppression the Peasantry face within the Kingdom by the Nobility. He was instilled with a sense 

of hard work and duty from his father, who worked as a tenant farmer on a Noble’s land. He is 

one of the few commoners to rise to the head of a ministry within the Kingdom. Min-Su firmly 

believes that the land could be better cultivated to increase harvests and that current practices are 

not sufficient enough to sustain the livelihood of farmers. He is well liked by the Peasantry but 

disliked by the Nobility. He was appointed to the head of the Ministry of Agriculture as a check 

against the West before they lost power. As head of the ministry of Agriculture Min-Su is 

responsible for maintaining the agricultural productivity of the Kingdom.  

INSPECTOR GENERAL  

Yop Chihu                                                                                 Faction: Independent, West leaning 

Yop Chihu is a quiet scholar official from the Province of Hwanghae. He was an unremarkable 

figure within the government, steadily working his way up and creating alliances with Western 

bureaucrats. During the most recent purge of 1589 Yop diligently investigated and purged 

countless Eastern politicians. In particular his penchant for purging Eastern Bureaucrats from the 

North has made him the enemy of the Northern Faction. Despite his perceived biases against the 

North, Yop was promoted to the Inspector Generalship in recognition for his dedication and zeal 

to investigating government wrongdoings and mishaps. As Inspector General Yop Chihu is 

responsible for monitoring the Joseon government for incompetence or treachery. He does not 

have the authority to arrest those accused of treason and other serious cases concerning the King. 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Yon Sun-Woo                                                                                                              Faction: None 

The son of an exiled Noble Family, Sun-Woo was initially barred from taking the Civil Service 

Exams. However, he found a loophole in the system working as a military intelligence officer for 

the Kingdom. He worked as a Scout within the Northern Army under the command of Yi Sun-

Shin and assisted the General in his punitive campaign against the Jurchen raiders in a  several 

years ago. In addition to learning Mandarin, Sun-Woo picked up Mongolian, and Jurchen during 

his time as a frontline scout. He has personally established several spy dens within the Jurchen 

homeland before his promotion to the newly formed Ministry of External Affairs. The Ministry 

of External Affairs was formed as a response to reform the intelligence service and separate it 

from the ministry of diplomacy. 

GOVERNOR OF PYONGAN 

Ye Kyu-Bok                                                                                                          Faction: Southern 

Ye Kyu-Bok is a lesser Noble hailing from the Province of Jeolla. He is mild-mannered 

individual who enjoys reading classical literature and Confucian philosophy. He was appointed 

to lead Pyongan after the Purge exiled the previous governor. Kyu-Bok prefers the status quo in 

governing the province and passes along directives from the Council to lesser officials. Kyu-bok 

prefers to spend his days focusing on his next civil service exam in the hopes of being promoted 

to the department head of a ministry or as a state councilor. There are rumors that he instigated 

the events that led to the previous governor being sacked.  

GOVERNOR OF HAMGYON 

Un Min-Kyu                                                                                                               Faction: North 

Un Min-Kyu is a Northern Noble born and raised in Hamgyong. He is a proud individual who 

despises the short leash governors are kept on. Min-Kyu previously served in the Army as a 

frontline officer before his ascension to the Hamgyong Governorship. He served with General Yi 

Il in the previous campaign against the Jurchens and gained valuable experience that he used to 

bolster the Provincial defenses.  He also maintains business relations with the Jianzhou Jurchens 

who have provided him with plenty of opportunities to be a thorn in the Council’s side without 

breaking etiquette. He is also a hardline Northerner who was spared from the Purge due to a 

clerical error.  
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GOVERNOR OF JEOLLA 

Kang Sung-Ho                                                                                                Faction: Independent 

Kang Sung-Ho’s enemies describe him as a shrewd, cunning and ruthless fixture in domestic 

politics. His allies and friends believe him to be a wise and pragmatic leader. Sung-ho is a native 

of Jeolla serving as a local tax collector in Jeonju for much of his career. He is adored by the 

people of the Province as a fair and compassionate lord. He spends much of his time negotiating 

with the capital to increase the governor’s authority to rule the province more effectively. He is 

aware of the threat posed by the Japanese if they decide to embark on a serious military 

campaign and maintains friendly ties with So Clan who govern Tsushima Island. The So Clan 

currently views Sung-Ho as a valuable asset as he currently vouches for their favorable trade 

relations with the Kingdom. However, there are some who believe the Sung-Ho is too close to 

the Japanese. 

MING ENVOY TO JOSEON 

Song Yingchang 

A diligent official who worked his way up the Ming Bureaucracy. Song first began his public 

service in 1565 as a lowly official before rising to the post of governor of Jiangzhou and 

handling the unruly Jurchen subjects. Song continued to work through the ranks of the Ming and 

rising to become the vice chief inspector, Overseer of Shandong province and the Overseer of the 

imperial guards. Song was appointed for his administrative abilities and ensuring that Ming 

resources are not mishandled in the Joseon Kingdom.  As the Ming Envoy to the Joseon 

Kingdom, Song’s primary responsibility is to ensure that the Ming are informed by the actions of 

their little brother, the Joseon Kingdom. Any directive involving the Ming cannot pass without 

the Ming Envoy, Minister of Rites or State Councilor as a sponsor or Signatory. 
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