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WELCOME LETTER 

Welcome Delegates!  

My name is Jordan Zuccarello and I am a senior here at The University of Central Florida. This 

will be my fourth year participating as a Director of KnightMUN, and my ninth year being involved in 

Model United Nations. I am proud and honored to have been selected to run this committee, since gender 

equality is a topic that is in dire need of attention and NEW solutions. If you think that there isn’t much 

work to do in the world of women’s rights you are very sadly mistaken. For thousands of years’ women’s 

lives have been dictated by men. Although we have made some progress here in the Western Hemisphere, 

around the world women and girls are still considered a man’s property. They spend their lives having 

their minds, and bodies out of their own control. Many of you have probably been effected by the results 

of gender inequality or have heard about the struggles of many women and children who live in nations 

where women are without basic rights. But this is only a glimpse into the situations around the world that 

have people struggling to survive in the toxic society, seeing violence against women and children daily. I 

take this topic incredibly seriously and any inappropriate speeches, rhetoric or resolutions that tend to 

undermine the committees’ efforts will result in a removal from conference. 

 I want all delegates to focus on NEW and INNOVATIVE solutions to this issue that are beyond 

what has already been discussed thousands of times. YOU are the future of this world, and only you will 

hold the key to expanding past what we know, and creating a better solution for all of us. At the end of 

this committee I want all delegates to contribute to a MAXIMUM of three working papers, all with 

plausible solutions to the topics listed above. My goal is to have all resolutions be as close to real UN 

resolutions as possible and for all delegates to be PROUD of the work you have accomplished to better 

your global community. Since this committee will run very fast pace, I suggest that experienced delegates 

take the lead and for inexperienced delegate to jump in head first. Following foreign policy exactly is not 

required, since I am more interested in seeing countries compromise and work towards solutions that in 

reality would be comparable for the international community. Words cannot describe how excited I am to 

be directing again this year, and for me to finally meet you all. Please feel free to email me at 

JordanZucc@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jordan Zuccarello 

University of Central Florida 

 

 

mailto:JordanZucc@gmail.com


      United Nations General Assembly 3 

3 | K n i g h t M U N X V I I  
 

COMMITTEE HISTORY &BACKGROUND 

ARE WE DOING ENOUGH FOR GENDER EQUALITY? 

“HONOR KILLINGS, SEXUAL SLAVERY, AND GENITAL CUTTING MAY SEEM TO WESTERN 

READERS TO BE TRAGIC BUT INEVITABLE IN A WORLD FAR, FAR AWAY. IN MUCH THE SAME WAY, 

SLAVERY WAS ONCE WIDELY VIEWED BY MANY DECENT EUROPEANS AND AMERICANS AS A 

REGRETTABLE BUT INELUCTABLE FEATURE OF HUMAN LIFE. IT WAS JUST ONE MORE HORROR 

THAT HAD EXISTED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. BUT THEN IN THE 1780S A FEW INDIGNANT 

BRITONS, LED BY WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, DECIDED THAT SLAVERY WAS SO OFFENSIVE THAT 

THEY HAD TO ABOLISH IT. AND THEY DID. TODAY WE SEE THE SEED OF SOMETHING SIMILAR: A 

GLOBAL MOVEMENT TO EMANCIPATE WOMEN AND GIRLS...SO LET US BE CLEAR ABOUT THIS UP 

FRONT: WE HOPE TO RECRUIT YOU TO JOIN AN INCIPIENT MOVEMENT TO EMANCIPATE WOMEN 

AND FIGHT GLOBAL POVERTY BY UNLOCKING WOMEN’S POWER AS ECONOMIC CATALYSTS. THAT 

IS THE PROCESS UNDER WAY—NOT A DRAMA OF VICTIMIZATION BUT OF EMPOWERMENT, THE 

KIND THAT TRANSFORMS BUBBLY TEENAGE GIRLS FROM BROTHEL SLAVES INTO SUCCESSFUL 

BUSINESSWOMEN.” – SHERYL WUDUNN, HALF THE SKY: TURNING OPPRESSION INTO OPPORTUNITY 

FOR WOMEN WORLDWIDE.  

The movement of gender equality is not solely a fight for basic human rights, but an 

obtainable goal that has momentous socio-economic ramifications. It has been proven that 

empowering women increases productivity, growth and fuels thriving economies. 1 Yet, there is 

still substantial inequalities that are engrained in every society. “Women lack access to 

decent work and face occupational segregation and gender wage gaps. They are too often denied 

access to basic education and health care. Women in all parts of the world suffer violence and 

discrimination. They are under-represented in political and economic decision-making 

processes” (unwomen.org).  

Soon after the United Nations was founded, the Commission on the Status of Women 

(Hereafter CSW) had their first meeting in February of 1947. This is where women were finally 

granted a presence on the global stage to fight against gender inequality and champion women’s 

rights. From 1947 – 1962, The CSW contributed to drafting the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, and began the long-awaited process of collecting statistical data for the global assessment 

of the status of women.2 What became abundantly clear was that women were often oppressed, 

and lacked fundamental rights, but this was only the surface. There was a complete lack of 

statistical data that made even assessing the status of women nearly impossible. Women’s health, 

property rights, education, and mere existence was a mystery. Many campaigns, such as The 

                                                                 
1 http://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us/about-un-women 
2 http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/brief-history 
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WomenStats Project, are still fighting to discover and analyze the status women around the 

globe.3 With the help of many non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the CSW finally began 

to produce data on a country-by-country picture of the political and legal standing of women. 

This data ushered in a quick transition to forming legislation, global bodies, and international 

conventions to raise awareness for Women’s Rights.  

In 2010, UN Women was founded on the merging of four parts of the previous UN 

system concerning women’s rights: Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), 

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), 

Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI), and 

United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).4 UN Women has made 

groundbreaking efforts through the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action5, and the 

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against women (CEDAW)6, while 

also committing to furthering the Sustainable Development Goals.  

**NOTE TO DELEGATES** Please become familiar with the aforementioned legislation and 

related UN Resolutions, to discover how to improve or replace current UN efforts to obtain 

gender equality. 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. How far should global efforts go in protecting women and girls when national 

sovereignty is a pillar of the UN agenda?  

2. Does the empowerment of women & advancement of women’s rights lead to any 

negative setbacks?  

3. Should a traditional culture be preserved if that culture does not accept basic rights for 

women?  

4. How can the global community advance gender equality, and destroy deep rooted sexism 

in all societies?  

 

 

 

                                                                 
3 http://www.womanstats.org/aboutoverview.html 
4 http://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us/about-un-women 
5 http://www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/pfa_e_final_web.pdf?la=en&vs=800 
6 http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw.htm 

http://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/pfa_e_final_web.pdf?la=en&vs=800
http://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/pfa_e_final_web.pdf?la=en&vs=800
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw.htm
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TOPIC I: WHERE ARE THE GIRLS? 

INTRODUCTION 

When the phrase “missing girls” is mentioned, many people picture school-aged girls 

who have been kidnapped and dragged from their homes to be trafficked. However, for UNICEF 

and the World Health Organization “missing” refers to the 1.4 million girls who are missing at 

birth any given year, due to gendercide.7 According to the World Health Organization, natural 

populations are distributed almost evenly between boys and girls, but gender-biased sex selection 

has drastically skewed population ratios in South, East and Central Asian regions. “Together, 

China (77%), and India (18%) account for 95% of the worlds missing girls. By the year 2020, 

China will have 30 to 40 million more males than females under the age of 20.” Researchers 

have noticed that in countries where there are missing girls, there also tends to be persistent 

discrimination and deeply rooted culture that devalues, and denigrates female lives. Examples of 

this include traditions of “Father to son inheritance” and a practice of relying on boys to provide 

economic support for the family.8 Unfortunately, societies with missing girls become societies of 

missing women. A population with a shortage of women can lead to increases in human 

trafficking, forced marriages, violence against women, and other human rights abuses.  

Furthermore, “missing girls” brings on a whole new meaning when discussing the 

tragedy of trafficking women and girls. “Decades from now, people will look back and wonder 

how societies could have acquiesced in a sex slave trade in the twenty-first century that is... 

bigger than the transatlantic slave trade was in the nineteenth. They will be perplexed that we 

shrugged as a lack of investment in maternal health caused half a million women to perish in 

childbirth each year.” ― Sheryl WuDunn, Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into Opportunity 

for Women Worldwide. 

#BRINGBACKOUR GIRLS 

In April of 2014, 276 female students were kidnapped from their school in Nigeria by an 

extremist terrorist organization, Boko Haram. Many of the girls were forced into marriage with 

Boko Haram members with a “bride price” of just $12. Just a month later, Abubakar Shekau a 

leader of Boko Haram publically stated his intent to sell the girls into slavery. “God instructed 

                                                                 
7 http://www.noceilings.org/missing-girls/ 
8 http://www.noceilings.org/missing-girls/ 

http://www.noceilings.org/missing-girls/
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me to sell them, they are his properties and I will carry out his instructions”.9 Later statements 

from Boko Haram avowed their beliefs that the girls should never have been in school and 

instead should have been married, since the suitable age for a girl to marry is nine.  While some 

of the girls managed to escape, in 2018 it was estimated that thirteen girls were presumed dead 

and 112 were still missing. This kidnapping received a global outcry, as social media spread the 

hashtag #Bringbackourgirls. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon condemned the abduction, and 

many national figures such as Michelle Obama shared the hashtag to bring awareness to the 

kidnapping. According to reports from Amnesty International, the Nigeria’s Military 

headquarters knew about the planned kidnapping 4 hours before it happened. Government 

Security forces said that they were unable to muster troops due to poor resources and fear of 

engaging the better-equipped terrorist organization.10 

#WHEREARETHEGIRLS 

#Wherearethegirls  

Each year over 300,000 children are trafficked in the United States, but recent 

controversy around immigrant children being separated from their parents and detained, has 

caused people to question if the U.S. government has contributed to this number. Many people 

are asking “where are the girls?” after images and videos taken at detention centers were only of 

adolescent boys. Reporters hounded the Trump Administration until Kirstjen Nielsen the 

Security Secretary for the Department of Homeland Security stated that she “didn’t know” where 

the girls were.11 Multiple journalists including Jacob Soboroff from MSNBC, have reported that 

they repeatedly tried to visit girls’ shelters and find out where they are, but were denied.12 To 

make things even more chilling, when reporters demanded proof of the girls wellbeing the 

Department of Justice sent photos that were over two years old. In this border crisis it seems, that 

girls aged from 10-17 have vanished in thin air. In 2017, the U.S. government had lost track of 

over 1,500 immigrant children with limited information about when, why, and how these 

children were lost. This is only the beginning of the abuses that the Department of Homeland 

                                                                 
9 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-27283383 
 
10 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/nigeria-government-knew-planned-boko-haram-kidnapping-failed-
act 
11 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sarah-sanders-department-
homeland-security-secretary-kirstjen-nielsen-061818/ 
12 https://twitter.com/jacobsoboroff/status/1009098522803757056 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-27283383
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Security has allowed to continue under the “zero tolerance” immigration policy put forth by the 

Trump Administration. In an article by The Nation, Ari Honarvar writes the story of a 6-year old 

girl who was sexually abused in an Arizona detention center. The 6-year old was forced to sign a 

document which claimed it was her responsibility to stay away from her abuser at the center. 

This is just one of many stories of immigrant children being abused while under the care of the 

U.S. government and most notably Southwest Key Facilities. According to a Penn State Law 

Journal, “at least 60% of central American women and girls crossing Mexico to get to the U.S 

border are raped along the way. Women and girls who survive the journey across the border and 

enter the U.S. without inspection are uniquely vulnerable.13 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. What are the international implications for governments who engage in human 

trafficking?  

2. How can the international community intervene?  

3. How can we hold governments accountable for protecting women and children against 

violence and abuse?  

TOPIC II: THE AGE OF “ME TOO” 

In a 2018 Foreign Affairs article, Pardis Mahdavi covers the beginning of the MeToo 

movement that has swept the globe. “Today, women in 85 different countries are using the 

hashtag to bring attention to the violence and harassment they face in daily life and to demand 

change”. 14 Mahdavi highlights that social media is a primary reason for the increased popularity 

of the MeToo movement, but she further identifies the strength of previous women’s movements 

for “laying the groundwork for what is happening today”. The article goes on to say; “By 

mobilizing communities, establishing strategies of resistance, raising awareness, and breaking 

down the taboos that have traditionally silenced conversations about women’s rights, these 

earlier movements allowed #MeToo to become a global phenomenon”. 

In September of 2013, a United Nations Survey of 10,000 men in Asia and the pacific 

found that nearly 50% of the men interviewed reported using physical or sexual violence against 

a woman or girl. Nearly 25% of the men interviewed reported perpetrating rape against a woman 

or girl. In the cases where men admitted to perpetrating rape, 72-97 % said they did not face any 

                                                                 
13 https://elibrary.law.psu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1143&context=jlia 
14 https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2018-03-06/how-metoo-became-global-movement 
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legal consequences. This is a huge indicator that impunity for violence against women is still a 

large looming issue. The survey also states, “Across all sites, the most common motivation that 

men cited for rape was related to sexual entitlement - a belief that men have a right to sex with 

women regardless of consent. Over 80 percent of men who admitted to rape in sites in rural 

Bangladesh and China gave this response”. 15 The belief that men are sexually entitled to women 

is not only a very problematic cultural norm but it has become so engrained within society that 

many global researchers are at a loss for how to overcome this inequality and violence. The 

#MeToo movement has taken a new and innovative approach of educating and mobilizing 

supporters for Women’s rights around the world. Sarah J Jackson who is a professor at 

Northwestern University said the following; “I wouldn’t call hashtag 'Me Too' a movement at 

all," she says. "I would call it a campaign that is part of a larger movement. So I would call 

women's rights the movement, and feminism the movement. And I would say #MeToo is one 

indication of the sort of conversations that need to happen. The next step is, OK so now we 

know the problem - how do we as a global community expand this conversation?"16 Although 

there is no one answer to this question, we are seeing that communities are coming together to 

figure it out.  

The tech giant Google, has created “Me Too Rising” which is a visualization of the 

movement tracked by Google trends. This interactive map is something that could only be done 

by the software company that is used worldwide and It helps gain perspective on how each area 

of the globe is affected. Along the map are highlighted dots, each representing the presence of 

#MeToo. PLEASE TAKE A LOOK: https://metoorising.withgoogle.com. While the data 

confirms that #MeToo has been searched for in every corner of the globe, its impact has been 

much greater in some countries than others. The freedom of press in each respective country has 

a great impact on social movements such as this, although it is too early to determine how 

#MeToo will shape nations where its gained momentum slowly, for example: Japan and South 

Korea.  

                                                                 
15 http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2013/09/10/un-survey-of-10-000-
men-in-asia-and-the-pacific-reveals-why-some-men-use-violence-against-women-and-girls-.html 
16 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-44045291 

https://metoorising.withgoogle.com/
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Karuna Nundy, a lawyer in India’s Supreme Court, spoke about the wave of #MeToo in 

India, where public protests against sex crimes are becoming more common.17 "The #MeToo 

conversations in India are limited to a swathe of English-speaking, internet-enabled people. It's 

quite a lot in absolute numbers, but small for India. It's added, though, to the huge conversations 

that were already happening. The idea that due process is failing women, and civil disobedience 

can be legitimate."  

LINKS TO FOLLOW 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/metoo-movement-goes-global/ 

http://eprints.manipal.edu/151231/1/Contextualization_edit%20new.pdf_ver%3D2018-04-30-103517-177 

https://metoorising.withgoogle.com 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

How does an online movement secure an offline legacy? 

Can we use social movements to make global change? 

How do we secure awareness in nations where freedom of press is limited? 

                                                                 
17 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-44045291 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/metoo-movement-goes-global/
http://eprints.manipal.edu/151231/1/Contextualization_edit%20new.pdf_ver%3D2018-04-30-103517-177
https://metoorising.withgoogle.com/

