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WELCOME LETTER 

Welcome to the Human Rights Council (HRC) for KnightMUN 2018. My name is Michelle 

Hobbs, and I am honored to be your director. I recently graduated from the University of Central 

Florida. Before that I earned my associate degree from the College of Central Florida. I am now 

pursuing my master’s degree from Florida International University. I participated in KnightMUN 

2017 as the assistant director for the World Health Organization (WHO). I am very excited for the 

conference this year. I was floored by the professional behavior of every delegate last year, and I 

have big expectations for this year. As members of HRC, you will be discussing matters of human 

rights that will become increasingly more relevant in your lifetime. The topic of artificial 

intelligence and sentience may soon become a pressing issue that must be addressed. As for now, 

you will be debating the validity of artificial life and analyzing the laws that address human rights.  

I am especially interested in the HRC and this topic. We are going to start to see the future happen 

before our eyes; the science fiction of today will be the reality of tomorrow. As delegates, I think 

you will have a unique viewpoint on the topic and specific ways to implement it with policy. I 

want you all to leave the committee with a greater knowledge and understanding of the impact 

artificial life will have on the world. Every delegate should be informed as to their country’s policy 

on artificial intelligence and how it may be expanded or reduced by human rights. Most of all, I 

want you to enjoy the conference. It is important to take the experience as a learning opportunity 

as well as a social one. My favorite component of any MUN conference is the ability to share 

perspectives with delegates from different backgrounds. I hope you all find something remarkable 

about KnightMUN 2018. 

The topic of artificial life encompasses artificial intelligence and artificial sentience. The focus of 

the Human Rights Council should be on the rights of artificial human beings. Position papers 

should detail the law and policy of artificial human beings in a delegate’s given country. The 

position paper should present a biased and formal discussion of the topic. This will direct your 

agenda in committee.  
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FORMATION 

The United Nations Commission for Human Rights was established in 1946 (UNHRHC n.d.). 

Originally the United Nations Human Rights Program started as a small division located at the 

United Nations Headquarters in New York. In the 1980s it was moved to Geneva and renamed the 

Center of Human Rights (UNHRHC n.d.). At the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993, 

the international community called for a firmer and broader human rights mandate. Member States 

of the United Nations created the Office of the United Nations High Commission for Human 

Rights (OHCHR) by a General Assembly Resolution in 1993 (UNHRHC n.d.). The United Nations 

Commission on Human Rights was replaced by the Human Rights Council in 2006 (UNHRHC 

n.d.). The Human Rights Council is considered to be a substantial improvement over its 

predecessor. The Human Rights Council is mandated to meet for at least three regular sessions, 

which adds up to ten weeks a year. At the request of one-third of its members, it may convene a 

special session when necessary.  

“The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 

responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe and 

for addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them.” The 

Human Rights Council has the ability to discuss all human rights issues and situations that require 

its attention. The Council is made up of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by 

the United Nations General Assembly (UNHRHC n.d.). The inter-governmental body gathers at 

the United Nations Office in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The Resolution creating the Human Rights Council bestowed on it these responsibilities: 

• To promote universal respect for the protection of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind and in fair and equal manner; 

• To address situations of violations of human rights, including gross and systematic 

violations; 

• To promote effective coordination and mainstreaming of human rights within the 

United Nations System; 

• To promote human rights education and learning, advisory services, technical 

assistance, and capacity building; 

• To serve as a forum for dialogue on thematic issues on all human rights; 

• To make recommendations to the United Nations General Assembly for the further 

development of international law in the field of human rights; 

• To promote the full implementation by United Nations Member States of their 

human rights obligations and commitments; 

• To undertake a universal periodic review of every United Nations member state’s 

fulfillment of its human rights obligations and commitments; and 

• To contribute, through dialogue and cooperation, toward the prevention of human 

rights violations and respond promptly to human rights emergencies 

 

Milestones of the Human Rights Council include the Universal Periodic Review mechanism which 

serves to assess the human rights situations in all United Nations Member States, the Advisory 

Committee which serves as the Council’s think tank providing it with expertise and advice on 

thematic human rights issues and the Complaint Procedure which allows individuals and 

organizations to bring human rights violations to the attention of the Council. The Human Rights 
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Council also works with the UN Special Procedures established by the former Commission on 

Human Rights and now assumed by the Council. These are made up of special rapporteurs, special 

representatives, independent experts and working groups that monitor, examine, advise and 

publicly report on thematic issues or human rights situations in specific countries. 

CURRENT AGENDA 

The Mandate of the Task Force on secretariat services, accessibility, and use of information was 

established in July 2011. It is mandated to study the issue of improvement to the secretariat services 

of the Council and the accessibility to the Council’s work for persons with disabilities and the use 

of information technology.  

TOPIC I: ARTIFICIAL LIFE 

HISTORY 

Before 1949 computers lacked a key prerequisite for intelligence: they couldn’t store commands, 

only execute them. Computers could be told what to do but couldn’t remember what they did. 

Second, computing was extremely expensive. In the early 1950s, the cost of leasing a computer 

ran up to $200,000 a month (Anyoha 2017). Only prestigious universities or large technology 

companies could afford to experiment.  

Five years later, the proof of concept was initialized through Allen Newell, Cliff Shaw, and Herbert 

Simon’s, Logic Theorist (Anyoha 2017). The Logic Theorist was a program designed to mimic the 

problem-solving skills of a human and was funded by Research and Development (RAND) 

Corporation. It is considered by many to be the first artificial intelligence program and was 

presented at the Dartmouth Summer Research Project on Artificial Intelligence (DSRPAI) hosted 

by John McCarthy and Marvin Minsky in 1956 (Anyoha 2017). In this historic conference, 

McCarthy brought together top researchers from various fields for an open-ended discussion on 

artificial intelligence. This term was the term was coined at this event. The conference fell short 

of an agreement on standard methods for the field. This event catalyzed the next twenty years of 

artificial intelligence research. 

From 1957 to 1974, artificial intelligence flourished (Anyoha 2017). Computers could store more 

information and became faster, cheaper, and more accessible. Machine learning algorithms also 

improved, and people got better at knowing which algorithm to apply to their problem. Early 

demonstrations such as Newell and Simon’s General Problem Solver and Joseph 

Weizenbaum’s ELIZA showed promise toward the goals of problem solving and the interpretation 

of spoken language respectively. These successes, as well as the advocacy of leading researchers 

convinced government agencies such as the Defense Advanced Research Projects 

Agency (DARPA) to fund artificial intelligence research at several institutions. The government 

was particularly interested in a machine that could transcribe and translate spoken language as well 

as high data processing. While the basic proof of principle was there, there was still a long way to 

go before the goal of natural language processing, abstract thinking, and self-recognition could be 

achieved. 

http://ethw.org/Early_Popular_Computers,_1950_-_1970
https://history-computer.com/ModernComputer/Software/LogicTheorist.html
https://aaai.org/ojs/index.php/aimagazine/article/view/1911/1809
http://www.alicebot.org/articles/wallace/eliza.html
http://www.livinginternet.com/i/ii_darpa.htm
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The biggest obstacle of artificial intelligence was the lack of computational power to do anything 

substantial: computers could not store enough information or process it fast enough. In order to 

communicate, for example, one needs to know the meanings of many words and understand them 

in many combinations. Research slowed over the next ten years. 

In the 1980s, artificial intelligence was reignited by two sources: an expansion of the algorithmic 

toolkit, and a boost of funds. John Hopfield and David Rumelhart popularized “deep learning” 

techniques which allowed computers to learn using experience (Anyoha 2017). Edward 

Feigenbaum introduced Expert Systems which mimicked the decision-making process of a human 

expert. The program would ask an expert in a field how to respond in a given situation, and once 

this was learned for virtually every situation, non-experts could receive advice from that program. 

Expert systems were widely used in industries. The Japanese government heavily funded expert 

systems and other artificial intelligence related endeavors as part of their Fifth Generation 

Computer Project (FGCP). From 1982-1990, they invested $400 million dollars with the goals 

of revolutionizing computer processing, implementing logic programming, and improving 

artificial intelligence (Anyoha 2017). However, the goals were not met.  

In the absence of government funding and public hype, artificial intelligence thrived. During the 

1990s and 2000s, many of the landmark goals of artificial intelligence had been achieved. In 1997, 

reigning world chess champion and grand master Gary Kasparov was defeated by IBM’s Deep 

Blue, a chess playing computer program (Anyoha 2017). This highly publicized match was the 

first time a reigning world chess champion loss to a computer and served as a huge step towards 

an artificially intelligent decision-making program. In the same year, speech recognition software, 

developed by Dragon Systems, was implemented on Windows. This was another great step forward 

but in the direction of the spoken language interpretation endeavor. Artificial intelligence language 

continued to grow. An expert system could demonstrate a fluid conversation, or have a 

conversation in two different languages. Kismet, a robot developed by Cynthia Breazeal could 

recognize and display human emotions (Anyoha 2017). The goal is general intelligence, that is a 

machine that surpasses human cognitive abilities in all tasks. 

CURRENT ACTION 

The full engagement of governments, scientists, technology experts, the private sector, civil 

society and other relevant stakeholders is imperative to start tackling such challenges and fostering 

the opportunities that artificial intelligence brings. Advances in artificial intelligence may pose to 

be one of the biggest challenges in modern history, but it also has the potential to help the United 

Nations complete its global development goals. Technological progress is necessary to manage as 

it holds great power and responsibility. These are the reasons the United Nations has claimed as 

they have gathered experts in an attempt to harness artificial intelligence. The United Nations is 

working with established businesses in technology and governments to further the agenda of 

advancing artificial intelligence. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/1984/11/12/business/japan-gain-reported-in-computers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1984/11/12/business/japan-gain-reported-in-computers.html
https://techcrunch.com/2017/03/06/googles-smarter-a-i-powered-translation-system-expands-to-more-languages/
http://news.mit.edu/2001/kismet
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development outlines the need for substantial technology for 

the multitude of expanded goals. The Declaration states in two points the vast challenges ahead of 

the United Nations and the opportunities available: 

 

(The United Nations 2017)14. We are meeting at a time of immense challenges to 

sustainable development. Billions of our citizens continue to live in poverty and are denied 

a life of dignity. There are rising inequalities within and among countries. There are 

enormous disparities of opportunity, wealth and power. Gender inequality remains a key 

challenge. Unemployment, particularly youth unemployment, is a major concern. Global 

health threats, more frequent and intense natural disasters, spiraling conflict, violent 

extremism, terrorism and related humanitarian crises and forced displacement of people 

threaten to reverse much of the development progress made in recent decades. Natural 

resource depletion and adverse impacts of environmental degradation, including 

desertification, drought, land degradation, freshwater scarcity and loss of biodiversity, add 

to and exacerbate the list of challenges which humanity faces. Climate change is one of the 

greatest challenges of our time and its adverse impacts undermine the ability of all 

countries to achieve sustainable development. Increases in global temperature, sea level 

rise, ocean acidification and other climate change impacts are seriously affecting coastal 

areas and low-lying coastal countries, including many least developed countries and small 

island developing States. The survival of many societies, and of the biological support 

systems of the planet, is at risk. 

15. It is also, however, a time of immense opportunity. Significant progress has been made 

in meeting many development challenges. Within the past generation, hundreds of millions 

of people have emerged from extreme poverty. Access to education has greatly increased 

for both boys and girls. The spread of information and communications technology and 

global interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the 

digital divide and to develop knowledge societies, as does scientific and technological 

innovation across areas as diverse as medicine and energy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW 

AFRICA 

The Africa region has a unique opportunity to embrace emerging technology for infrastructure. 

While developed economies of other regions resist systemic change, developing economies have 
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the ability to make decisions that progress with current technology. By doing this they stand to 

disrupt the status quo and make innovation changes. In the Africa region, artificial intelligence has 

the potential to improve the current employment rate. Artificial intelligence has the ability to 

screen for employees that do not have traditionally quantifiable skills and experience.  

 

In June 2018, Google announced it would be opening its first Africa AI Research center in Accra, 

Ghana’s capital (Asiedu 2018). This brings a new frontier of artificial intelligence and investment 

into the region.  

ASIA-PACIFIC 

China is notably investing in artificial intelligence. Other states in the region are following by 

investments from the public and private sector. Singapore has announced the formation of a high-

level council to advise the government on legal and ethical issues relating to artificial intelligence. 

South Korea has pledged $2 billion in American currency to artificial intelligence related research 

and development (Gutierrez 2018).  

 

One of the major challenges that artificial intelligence presents in this region is the complications 

of norms and values. With companies investing in artificial intelligence in high tech, telecom, 

financial services, media, retail, professional services, and healthcare in their operations, this 

region will need to make heavy adjustments culturally. 

EUROPE 

The European Commission recently appointed 52 experts to its new High-Level Group on 

Artificial Intelligence (DIGIBYTE 2018). This group will make recommendations on how to 

address challenges that arise with the implementation of artificial intelligence. It will also work on 

ethic guidelines that will be referred to the European Group on Ethics in Science and New 

Technologies and the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (DIGIBYTE 2018). The 

group will also work to build a community of investors through the European AI Alliance.  

LATIN AMERICA 

Artificial intelligence is seen in this region as a new factor of production. It has the potential to 

develop a new economic model by intelligent automation, augmenting existing labor, and 

continuing innovation. Artificial intelligence is being reviewed as a solution to regional specific 

issues.  

 

Mexico is one of the first ten countries in the world to launch an artificial intelligence strategy 

(Martinho-Truswell and Mont 2018). The strategy calls for developing an AI subcommittee within 

the Intergovernmental Commission for Electronic Governance, mapping the needs of industry, 

promoting Mexico’s international leadership, and working with experts to continue this strategy 

for future governments (Martinho-Truswell and Mont 2018). It is uniquely focusing on the social 

impacts of artificial intelligence and its use to combat corruption.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. Should artificial intelligence have a claim to human rights? 

2. Will artificial intelligence benefit or harm humans? 

3. What limits should be placed on artificial intelligence? 

4. Should the advancement of artificial intelligence be placed in the hands of the private or 

public sector? 

5. What efforts has your Member State made in artificial intelligence? 
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