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WELCOM LETTER 

Welcome delegates to KNIGHTMUN XVII! Whether you are a newcomer or a veteran to this 

conference we hope you gain a lot of experience from this simulation of the UNASUR body.  

Eleanor Didden is a third year Interdisciplinary Studies student with concentrations in 
Biological and Life Sciences, Social and Behavioral Sciences, and a minor in religion and 
Cultural studies. She has served as the Assistant Director for the Ad-Hoc committee at FHSMUN 
and the Director of the KnightMUN Security Council. She was the head of UCF’s Model UN team 
last year, and has won awards at multiple national collegiate conferences. She is a pre-med 
student hoping to go into trauma surgery, and is therefore constantly exhausted. In her free 
time she enjoys biking, reading true crime novels, and collapsing onto the nearest flat surface 
to sleep for 14 hours. 

 

eleanor@knights.ucf.edu 

 

What do we hope to see you achieve over the course of this conference? We are looking to help 

delegates improve their knowledge of committee rules and strategies, as well as increasing the 

strength of general skills like caucusing, formal writing, and formal speaking. The first session 

will serve two functions as an introduction to the material we will be discussing, and a quasi-

teaching session for those who are unsure of any rules and the dais will reserve the right to 

interrupt speaking or caucusing. For the remaining sessions, the dais will provide much less in-

room feedback although delegates are welcome to approach after the session to ask questions. 

This year will be different for directors as well, as we are confined to one topic to improve 

quality of debate 

Position papers are required for this committee. Position papers are short papers that detail a 

delegations position on a given topic and may also include proposals for the committee. They 

must be well researched and should demonstrate a strong historical understanding of the issue. 

Sample position papers may be found on various Model UN websites. Position papers must be: 

● Formatted in Times New Roman, 12 point font, and single spaced 

● Submitted in any of the following forms: .pdf .doc .docx 

● A maximum of 1,500 words 

● Your own work supplemented by appropriate citations. Any plagiarized position papers 

will not be considered. 

● Submitted by October 24th, 2018 

Our topic for this committee is Cocaine Production in the Andean States. The western 

portion of South America is notable for its high levels of cocaine production; especially known to 

the public is the case of Colombia. Cocaine production is linked to poverty, gang formation, and 

insurgency groups and the UNASUR body has a vested interest in investigating solutions to the 

link between drug production and crime. 
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COMMITTEE HISTORY 

The Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) is an international and intergovernmental 

organization, like the UN. It is based in Quito, Ecuador and was formed in May of 2008. 

Traditionally, western states were integrated as part of the Mercosur trade bloc which excluded 

many of the Andean community. When UNASUR was created, both the Andean community and 

Mercosur were integrated. UNASUR is often looked at as an integrated South American 

community that rejects overt US influence. The Organization of American States may be 

considered a similar international body, but critics distrust the influence the United States wields 

in the OAE 

UNASUR was first conceived in 2004 at the South American Summit as the South American 

Community of Nations, defined in the Cuzco Declaration. As of March 2018, the body had 12 

members: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, 

Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela. Mexico and Panama are also consistent observer states. 

[Crisis] As of April 2018, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Paraguay, and Peru have 

suspended their membership in UNASUR. Leadership has been falling apart in UNASUR, 

largely thanks to the crisis in Venezuela. Ernesto Samper left the Secretary General post in 2017 

and deadlock between leftist Venezuela and its allies and the South American center-right has 

prevented the nomination of José Octavio Bordón from succeeding. This committee will include 

these suspended nations, but keep in mind these internal tensions and left-right divide as you 

prepare for and engage in this committee. 

UNASUR GOALS 

1. Strengthen political dialogue between Member States in order to reinforce the South 

American integration and the participation of UNASUR in the international arena. 

2. Social and human development with equity and inclusion in order to eradicate poverty 

and overcome inequalities in the region. 

3.  Illiteracy eradication, equal access to quality education and the regional recognition of 

courses and degrees. 

4. Energy integration for the sustainable and fair use of the resources of our Region. 

5. Infrastructure development to guarantee the interconnection of the region and our peoples 

according to criteria of sustainable social and economic development. 

6. Adopt mechanisms compatible with the economic and fiscal policies of Member States 

which will promote financial integration among them. 

7. Protection of our biodiversity, water resources and ecosystems as well as cooperation 

among Member States in matters of disaster prevention and the fight against the causes 

and effects of climate change. 

8. Achieving equitable integration in order to overcome asymmetries through the 

development of concrete and effective mechanisms. 

9. Progressive recognition of the rights of a Member State citizens residing in any of the 

other Member States with the aim of attaining a citizenship of the other Member State. 

10. Equal access to Social Security and health services. 
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11. Unrestricted respect for human and labor rights through migratory regularization and 

harmonization of policies. 

12. Economic and trade cooperation to achieve progress and consolidation of an innovative, 

dynamic, transparent, equitable and balanced process. Promote growth and economic 

development in order to overcome asymmetries through the complementation of the 

economies of all the Member Countries as well as promoting the welfare of all sections 

of the population and the reduction of poverty. 

13. Giving attention to small and medium enterprises, cooperative companies, networks and 

other forms of production organizations with the aim of creating unity in the Industrial 

and Productive areas. 

14. Creation and implementation of complementary policies and projects of research, 

innovation, technology transfer and production in order to increase capacity, 

sustainability and proper scientific and technological development. 

15. Strengthening of the identities of the peoples of the region of our Member States through 

encouragement of expression of knowledge and memory with the aim of promoting 

cultural diversity. 

16. Citizen participation through mechanisms for interaction and dialogue between 

UNASUR and the various social organizations for the creating of South American 

integration policies. 

17. While taking into account international standards and laws, and through coordination 

between the specialized agencies of the Member States, strengthen the fight against 

terrorism, corruption, the global drug problem, trafficking of people, trafficking of small 

guns and light weapons, transnational organized crime and other threats as well as 

disarmament, non-proliferation of nuclear weapons of mass destruction and demining. 

18. Promote cooperation between the judicial authorities of the Member States of UNASUR. 

19. The exchange of information and experience on defense. 

20. Cooperation to strengthen public safety. 

21. Sectoral cooperation in order to deepen South American integration through the exchange 

of information, experience and training. 

NOTABLE EVENTS 

● 2008: UNASUR helped Bolivia’s government maintain control of the country against 

secessionists who did not accept Evo Morales leadership. 

● 2009: UNASUR rejected a proposed 7 new US military bases for South America and 

created the South American Defense Council and rejected Honduran elections after a 

government coup. 

● 2010: UNASUR creates the South American Council on the World Drug Problem 

(CSPMD). 

● 2015: UNASUR passes the declaration “Regional vision of UNASUR’s South American 

Council on the World Drug Problem” 

TOPIC I: ADAPTING TO THE CHALLENGES OF PEACEKEEPING 

This year at KNIGHTMUN, we will be focusing on just one topic to promote strong, lengthy 

discussion. Because of this, there will be no debate on setting the agenda, and the dais will move 

the committee directly into the only topic we will be hearing: Cocaine Production in the Andean 

States. 
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Cocaine is the second most frequently consumed illegal drug in the world, cannabis being the 

first. It is a stimulant intended to provide a high that agitates the brain and increases heart rate by 

increasing the concentration of serotonin and dopamine in the brain. Cocaine has few accepted 

uses medically, and most of its consumption worldwide is illegal. 

The coca plant has been used for thousands of years, notably in South America where indigenous 

people used it recreationally and medically. Chewing on the coca leaf and processing its fibers 

was the only way of consuming cocaine until 1855 when cocaine was isolated from the leaf by a 

German scientist. It was later synthesized in 1898 and used commercially for a time before being 

made illegal by most states worldwide. 

Colombia is the worldwide top producer of cocaine. Bolivia and Peru are also part of the top 

cocaine producing countries in the world. Look at the two maps below, one charting cocaine 

cultivation in Colombia, and the other charting territory previously controlled by the leftist 

insurgent group, FARC. In areas where the Colombian government has little control, both 

cocaine production and paramilitary activation is higher. 

 

 

 

In August of 2015, UNASUR published “Regional vision of UNASUR’s South American 

Council on the World Drug Problem” 2. It is strongly encouraged that you read this document 

as well as a briefing paper by the International Drug Policy Consortium 3. (Both together are 

only 18 pages.) The paper addresses, among other things,  

“The need for a comprehensive, balanced, multidisciplinary and 

sustainable approach; a gender perspective and attention to 

vulnerable groups; a territorial focus for drug policy; the need for a 

transversal human rights approach.” 
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The declaration also emphasizes respect for civil and social rights as well as not 

targeting low level dealers and drug mules for harsh sentences and attempting to 

decriminalize low-level drug trafficking. 

 

FOCUS QUESTIONS 

● How did cocaine production in South America grow? 

● How is cocaine production tied to crime in South America? 

● What are important domestic and international implications of the cocaine drug trade? 

● How is the coca plant grown and manufactured to create cocaine? 

● Consider efforts to decriminalize or legalize drugs internationally. Could these 

approaches be applied somehow in South America? 

We include these focus questions to help guide delegates in their research on the topic and 

addressing some of these questions directly or indirectly in your position paper may be a good 

idea! We also advise you to do research at least 3 policy initiatives from the past 50 years related 

to drug policing and evaluate their effectiveness. 

SOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

1. https://www.unasursg.org/en/node/180 

2. https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/IGO/UNASUR/UNASUR_

common_position_on_UNGASS_english.pdf 

3. http://fileserver.idpc.net/library/IDPC-briefing-paper_UNASUR-2016_ENGLISH.pdf 

South American Unity Advances with UNASUR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHryd6NQFjc 

Whatever Happened to UNASUR? 

https://www.caracaschronicles.com/2018/03/06/whatever-happened-unasur/ 

Six South American nations suspend membership of anti-U.S. bloc 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-unasur-membership/six-south-american-nations-suspend-

membership-of-anti-u-s-bloc-idUSKBN1HR2P6 
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